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Nottawasaga Valley Conservation Authority reports year of progress 
BY BRIAN LOCKHART
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

The Nottawasaga Valley Conservation 
Authority is reporting that it has had a suc-
FessfXl \eaU Rf siJniÀFanW SURJUess in seUYiFe 
delivery, watershed protection, and partner-
ship-building.

Throughout 2025, NVCA advanced eco-
logical restoration projects, modernized per-
mitting processes, strengthened relationships 
with industry and community partners, and 
supported municipalities across the Notta-
wasaga Watershed.

“This year has been one of transforma-
tion,” said Councillor Jonathan Scott, chair 
of the NVCA Board of Directors. “We set out 
to become faster, clearer and more transpar-
ent while staying true to our core mission to 

protect our natural environment. Thanks to 
dedicated staff and strong support from our 
member municipalities, NVCA is delivering 
better service and stronger environmental 
outcomes.”

NVCA’s shift to digital permitting contin-
ued with the rollout of e-permitting, updated 
guidelines and new triage and pre-screening 
processes. These changes reduced backlogs, 
improved turnaround times and supported a 
strong rise in customer satisfaction across 
planning, permitting and public-facing pro-
grams.

NVCA’s 2026 Business Plan and Budget 
UeÁeFWed FaUefXl ÀnanFial PanaJePenW� ZiWK 
PRsW e[Sense FaWeJRUies Keld ÁaW RU UedXFed� 
the operating budget reduced by $9,000, and 
the overall levy increase remaining under 
three per cent.

The budget prioritized fair wages, respon-
sible asset management and NVCA’s core 
URle in SURWeFWinJ FRPPXniWies fURP ÁRRdinJ 
and erosion.

This year saw major investments in habi-
tat restoration and community engagement, 
including river and stream restoration proj-
ects in Adjala-Tosorontio, Clearview, New 
Tecumseth, Oro-Medonte and Springwa-
ter. Planting nearly 10,000 native trees and 
shrubs through community volunteer events. 
A successful Spring Tonic Maple Syrup Fes-
tival, supporting both Rotary community 
projects and conservation area maintenance.

These efforts improved local habitat, pro-
tected water quality and strengthened com-
munity connections to the watershed.

In addition to monitoring the health of our 
rivers, streams, groundwater, wetlands, and 
forests, NVCA reduced redundancies by pro-
viding cost-effective monitoring for munici-
palities and by gathering local data and 
watershed-wide insights into human impacts.

Watershed residents of all ages spent time 
in nature by exploring NVCA’s conserva-

tion areas. Students experienced hands-on 
learning through Indigenous Programming, 
sFKRRl YisiWs and Àeld WUiSs�

CaPS 7ifÀn e[Sanded and ZelFRPed 
more children than ever before. These expe-
riences connect residents with nature and 
inspire them to be future stewards of their 
local watershed.

NVCA continued to lead provincial discus-
sions on addressing rising chloride pollution, 
encouraging limited-liability protections for 
FeUWiÀed ZinWeU PainWenanFe FRnWUaFWRUs and 
consistent best-practice standards. NVCA also 
called on the Province to strengthen recycling 
and waste-diversion rules to prevent illegal 
dumping and protect water systems.

“This has been a year of meaningful 
progress and strong partnerships,” said Jen-
nifer Vincent, NVCA Chief Administrative 
2fÀFeU� ´$s Ze PRYe inWR ����� 19C$ 
will remain focused on modern, responsive 
service while restoring and protecting the 
watershed that thousands of residents, farm-
ers, businesses and visitors rely on every 
day.”

AERIAL PHOTO of devel-
opment that is outside of 
the NV CA’s regulated ar-
eas.              
      CONTRIBUTED PHOTO

CHILDREN are pictured attending NV CA’s environmental education programs.
                   CONTRIBUTED PHOTO



Applications open for New Tecumseth’s 2026 Community Grant program
BY BRIAN LOCKHART
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

The 2026 New Tecumseth Community 
Grant Program is now open for applications. 
All grant applications are contingent on the 
allocation of funding as part of the town’s 
budget process.

The total amount of funding available for 
grants will be determined annually through 
the budget process.

The Town’s Community Grant program is 

awarded under one of three categories:
· Community Fee Waiver Grant – 
Funds provided to offset town-established 

user fees to rent space, equipment, or provide 
supplies. This may include, but is not limited 
to, space rental, signs, and equipment.

· Community and Events Grant – 
To provide funding to assist organiza-

tions that provide services or events to the 
FRPPXniW\� ZKiFK aUe EeneÀFial and nRW 
currently provided by the town. This cat-
egory will support a variety of community 

celebrations, festivals, and special events. 
Funds provided in this category will include 
requests for initial start-up funding, as well 
as for equipment, materials, and supplies 
purchased.

· Community Arts, Culture and Tour-
ism Grant – 

6XSSRUWs lRFal nRW�fRU�SURÀW RUJani]a-
tions promoting activities and initiatives that 
enhance the cultural and artistic landscape of 
the community through education and par-
ticipation. This category can fund the opera-

WiRn Rf siJniÀFanW FXlWXUal faFiliWies WKaW SUR-
vide core services to the community.

The grant application period opened on 
Jan. 2, 2026.

The deadline for grant applications is the 
last day of February, at 4:30 p.m.

The Community Grant Program Commit-
tee will review and process applications in 
March and April. 

Applications for the Community Grant 
Program are available on the town’s website: 
newtecumseth.ca 

Local paramedics raise nearly $43,000 through annual Food & Toy Drive
BY BRIAN LOCKHART
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

The County of Simcoe Paramedic Ser-
vices has wrapped up its 23rd annual Food 
and Toy Drive.

Thanks to the generosity of residents, 
businesses, and community partners, this 
year’s campaign gathered 8,803 toys, over 
8,680 pounds of food, and $42,915.52 in 
monetary donations to brighten the holidays 
for local families.

“This drive truly embodies the spirit of 
Christmas in Simcoe County,” said Simcoe 
County Warden Basil Clarke. “During these 
challenging economic times, our residents 
once again rallied around our request to 
‘Give a little, help a lot’, opened their hearts 
and gave generously. Filling ambulances 
with food, toys, and donations ensures that 
families across our region can celebrate 
with joy. Thank you to our incredible 
residents and volunteers for continuing to 
showcase the holiday spirit year after year.”

With this year’s totals included, the CSPS 
Food and Toy Drive has, over 23 years, col-
lected 139,634 toys, 97,650 pounds of food, 
and approximately $333,757 in monetary 
and gift card donations to support families 
across Simcoe County.

“Our paramedics are honoured to lead this 
tradition each year, and we are especially 
grateful for the efforts of our Paramedic 
Services team, their families, and friends 
who dedicate countless hours to this cause,” 
said County of Simcoe Paramedic Services 
Director and Chief Sarah Mills. 

“Their commitment, combined with the 
kindness of our community, helps to ensure 

that meals will be on tables and gifts under 
trees, making the season brighter for thou-
sands of families.”

For 23 years, this Food and Toy Drive has 
been a cherished tradition, uniting residents 
in support of those in need.

All donations were distributed to local 
children and families in need by charitable 
organizations working in partnership with 
County of Simcoe Paramedic Services.

Some of the charities supported by the 
County of Simcoe Paramedic Services Food 
and Toy Drive include the Salvation Army, 
WOW Living Bradford, Simcoe Muskoka 
Family Connexions, Barrie Christmas Cheer, 
Kinette Club of Wasaga Beach, Georgian 
Bay Food Network, Christmas in a Box, and 

,nnisÀl CKUisWPas fRU .ids�
Several local food banks, including those 

in Alliston, Angus, Bradford, Clearview, 

Coldwater, Elmvale, Tottenham, Orillia, and 
:asaJa %eaFK� EeneÀWed fURP WKe fRRd and 
toy drive. 

ANNUAL DONATION – Throughout the month, County of Simcoe Paramedic Services delivered donations to locations across the region, keep-
ing support within local communities.                      CONTRIBUTED PHOTO
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Now that the new year is here, maybe 
you have taken advantage of Boxing 
Day sales, or as the retail world has now 
reinvented it – Boxing WEEK sales.

Yes, this unusually named day has 
now become an entire week when 
stores entice you to come in and spend 
even more money after you have 
already maxed out your credit cards on 
Christmas purchases.

I don’t mind it - I got a couple of nice 
deals this Boxing Week.

So, Merry Boxing Week to everyone, 
and Happy.. something.

Some customers will shop in a calm, 
dignifi ed manner. Others follow the old 
saying, ‘The customer is always right,’ 
and make a lot of demands of shop-
keepers and store employees.

Except the phrase, ‘The customer is 
always right,’ was never a thing.

When you think about it, why would it 
be correct? Just because you’re a cus-
tomer doesn’t mean you can decide to 
be rude to store staff or make unrea-
sonable demands.

The original saying was ‘The cus-
tomer is always right, in matters of 
taste,’ which gives it an entirely differ-
ent meaning.

The original saying, coined by a 
retailer, means, do not argue about a 

customer’s preferences. It was never 
meant to tell employees to give in to 
unrealistic customer demands.

There are many old sayings that have 
changed over time, and with that, their 
meanings and intended wisdom.

‘Money is the root of all evil,’ is an 
often quoted phrase from the bible. 
It seems to imply that rich people are 
inherently bad and somehow achieved 
their money through nefarious means.

Why would a person who has done 
well in business or in life be automati-
cally considered ‘evil’ in some way?

The original passage in the bible 
states, ‘The LOVE of money is the root 
of all evil.’ That single word dramatically 
changes the entire meaning.

The phrase doesn’t mean that money 
itself is bad; it is the excessive desire 
for it that leads to various forms of 
wrongdoing.

‘Curiosity killed the cat,’ is an old say-
ing that implies sticking your nose into 
somewhere where it doesn’t belong will 
get you into trouble.

However, the original phrase is actu-
ally, ‘Curiosity killed the cat, but satis-
faction brought it back.’

Those additional words entirely 
change the meaning. The phrase 
implies that curiosity may lead to set-

backs, but the rewards of discovery 
make it worthwhile.

You have probably heard, or used the 
phrase, ‘Blood is thicker than water.’

The modern meaning is that your 
family always comes before everyone 
else. However, there are a lot of fami-
lies that do not get along for different 
reasons.

If you have a brother who is the black 
sheep of the family, and just got out of 
prison after his third conviction of being 
some kind of sexual pervert, do you 
place him higher on your list than a life-
long friend who has supported you your 
entire life?

The original phrase is ‘The blood of 
the covenant is thicker than the water 
of the womb.’

This implies the exact opposite of the 
modern phrase. It actually means that 
bonds made by choice are stronger 
than family ties.

Remember that the next time some-
one tells you that you are obligated to 
help that creepy relative who hasn’t 
worked for 20 years, does illicit drugs, 
and is looking for a place to crash for 
the week, and they suggest your house 
has a nice guest bedroom.

“A jack of all trades, but master of 
none,’ is an old saying that seems to 

ridicule someone who 
tries to accomplish 
varying tasks, but has 
limited skills.

The original saying 
is, ‘Jack of all trades, master of none, 
though oftentimes better than master of 
one.’

That little addendum changes the 
entire meaning.

The phrase now means that having 
multiple skills, even if not perfectly mas-
tered, is more valuable than excelling in 
just one area.

Remember that the next time you 
criticize someone for trying their best 
but not achieving perfection every time.

‘Birds of a feather fl ock together’ 
is a phrase that implies that people 
who have the same interests gravitate 
toward each other.

However, the original phrase has the 
added line, ‘until the cat comes.’

This is a warning about fair-weather 
friends who are there for you until trou-
ble arrives. That’s when your not-so-
loyal friends have scattered and left you 
on your own.

Things take on a different meaning 
when you see the whole picture.

“The early bird gets the worm, but the 
second mouse gets the cheese!”

The customer is always right BRIAN LOCKHART
FROM THE SECOND ROW

The New Year didn’t waste any time 
getting into full swing.

Many of us had to shake off a bit of 
snow – well, more than a bit, depending 
on where you are – to get back into the 
offi ce on Monday morning and, again, 
depending on your level of post-holiday 
Zen, could have been a bit more of a 
challenge than you would like on your 
fi rst day back to the offi ce or school.

After a few days off, it’s nice to slip 
back into the routine rather than get 
thrust back into it, but we don’t neces-
sarily write the rules.

After what was, for many, a fraught 
2025 on so many fronts – economically, 
politically, spiritually – I know there was 
a lot of hope in the air that some of this 
would ease over the next twelve months 
and we would be able to collectively look 
ahead to brighter horizons.

Those hopes were dashed relatively 
early on when the world was thrown into 
signifi cant uncertainty following events 
in Venezuela, as confl ict still rages in 

Ukraine, despite multiple perspectives 
on how peace can be achieved, as many 
parts of the Middle East remain nothing 
short of a tinderbox, and, here at home, 
the affordability crisis continues with lit-
tle abatement.

With so many issues facing our world 
at the dawn of a new year, it was some-
what disconcerting by comparison to 
have what was possibly our quietest 
start to the New Year in recent memory.

Typically, I like to start the year off on 
the right foot by spending the evening, or 
the fi rst few hours of the fresh calendar, 
doing something new. It doesn’t have to 
be big – it could be something as grand 
as a trip within Canada or abroad, or as 
quiet as raising a drink with friends and 
family.

This year, however, the only new 
things that were enjoyed were two mov-
ies we had never seen before on New 
Year’s Eve, and the creation of a new 
cocktail, given the eclectic mix of bottles 
we received over the season of giving. 

It had been a pretty intense and busy 
period leading up to the holiday, so we 
didn’t feel any guilt spending it a bit qui-
etly and while it was quiet indeed, it was 
time well spent.

There is something to be said about 
fi nding peace amid the quiet every once 
in a while.

As a budding journalist, one of my 
most formative experiences was time 
spent working overseas. Access to 
the internet in this location was, at the 
time, a bit spotty, and calls home exor-
bitantly expensive, so before setting off 
one of the factors that made me feel a 
bit uneasy was being disconnected for 
extended periods of time.

Was it a fear of not being in touch?
A matter of potentially missing an 

important event with the power to change 
the world until hours after the fact?

A bit of both?
Maybe.
Looking back, despite being a man 

who depends on news, matters of pub-

lic interest, and all 
the wonderful things 
that fall under the 
umbrella of “human 
interest,” it seems 
so silly to feel that 
way. Yes, the world is more connected 
now than ever before, so those fears of 
the early 2000s are now basically moot, 
but having that time away from a cord, 
device, or, in short, a screen, was a veri-
table luxury in hindsight.

As I wrote in my last column before 
the holidays, one oasis of calm we tra-
ditionally fi nd as a family is the King’s 
Christmas Message, as it often serves 
as a great way to set the tone for the 
year ahead.

I couldn’t help but smile this Christ-
mas Morning, however, when the King’s 
words touched upon just that – fi nding 
that calm, that peace, wherever you 
can.

Full speed ahead in 2026 BROCK WEIR
BROCK’S BANTER

Continued on Page 19
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No one has more self-confidence than the person who does a crossword puzzle with a pen.

CROSSWORD
CLUES ACROSS

1. Former CIA

4. Language

7. Constrictor snake

8. Demand

10. Rich man

12. Short-tailed marten

13. Zoroastrian concept 

of holy fire

14. Superconducting 

super collider

16. International group 

of countries within the 

Americas

17. Sacred state for 

Muslims

19. Shock therapy

20. Engrave

21. Localities

25. Paddle 

26. Periodical

27. Dishonestly gained 

money

29. Gain possession of

 30. Actor DiCaprio

31. High schoolers’ test

32. Mr. October

39. Sign of healing

41. One’s grandmother

42. Entrap

43. One who 

simultaneously buys 

and sells

44. __ Francisco

 45. Web-based data 

provider of marine life

 46. Type of snake

48. Dark mark or stain

49. Member of the Salii

50. Former measure of 

length

51. CNN’s founder

52. Witness

CLUES DOWN

1. Acquire

2. Console

3. Hunting expedition

4. Pie _ __ mode

5. Simple shoes for 

peasants

6. Eurasian shrub

8. Reciprocal of a sine

9. Work together in 

harmony

 11. Grenade

14. File extension

15. Minute pores in 

a plant

18. Medal of Honor

19. Make a mistake

 20. Advance slowly, as 

if by inches

22. Sandwich meat

 23. An awkward stupid 

person

24. Strong tree

 27. Commoner

 28. 

Electroencephalograph

 29. __ Mahal

 31. Congressman

 32. Disorderly crowd

 33. 007’s creator 

Fleming

 34. Atomic #55

 35. Part of a door

 36. Short-tail martens

 37. Baltimore 

ballplayer

 38. Cuddle

 39. Gang in “The 

Outsiders”

 40. Of Croatia

 44. Body cavity

 47. Get free of

Puzzle No. 261210 • Solution in Classifieds

Last week ,srael was the fi rst country in the world 
to establish diplomatic relations with 6omaliland. 1ot 
6omalia, a wreck of a country on the East $frican 
coast that has been mired in civil war for the past 
thirty�fi ve years, but 6omaliland, a different country 
just north of there that has been peaceful, relatively 
prosperous and even democratic for all those years.

This is causing a diplomatic outcry because many 
countries suspect that the deal has a secret clause. 
They think 6omaliland’s president, $bdirahman 
Mohamed $bdullahi, may have promised to let ,srael 
offl oad *aza’s two million 3alestinians onto his coun�
try in return for recognising 6omaliland as an inde�
pendent state.

,sraeli 3rime Minister Binyamin 1etanyahu’s moti�
vation is clear. +e still wants to e[pel the 3alestinians 
from the *aza 6trip if possible, although his own cab�
inet will not let him defy 3resident Trump’s order to 
accept a ceasefi re. But he knows how volatile Trump 

is� just one big +amas strike could turn him around 
and let 1etanyahu restart the war.

1etanyahu is slow�walking the talks on moving to 
the second phase of the ceasefi re �ten weeks and 
counting�, while the ,sraeli forces keep trying to pro�
voke +amas into doing something stupid ���� 3ales�
tinians killed and �,��� injured since the ceasefi re�. 
But even if ,srael got a green light from Trump to 
e[pel the 3alestinians, where would it send them"

Every $rab state has said it will not be an accom�
plice in the ethnic cleansing of the *aza 6trip, but 
6omaliland would do as a destination. ,t’s Muslim, 
it has room �� million people in an area bigger than 
Bangladesh�, it’s not too far from home �just across 
the 5ed 6ea from <emen�, and above all it’s willing. 
But why would it let in up to two million 3alestinians"

They would be e[cellent immigrants in smaller 
numbers �one of the best�educated populations in 
the $rab world�, but normally no country would volun�

tarily bring in foreign immigrants 
who speak an entirely different 
language and are up to one�third 
of the entire e[isting population. 
+owever, 6omaliland does not 
live in normal circumstances.

,t’s a classic case of ‘Marry 
in haste, repent at leisure.’ The 
British colony of 6omaliland and 
the ,talian colony of 6omalia both 
got their independence in ����, 
and the people of the smaller bit 
�6omaliland� voted to join the 
bigger bit in a unifi ed ‘6omalia’.

They forgot that all politics in 
6omalia is clan politics, and that 
the ,saaq, the main clan family 
in the northern, formerly British�
ruled area, had no allies or infl u�
ence in the formerly ,talian�ruled 
south. The ,saaq came last in 
government and civil service 
jobs, in education and health�
care, in their share of the national 
budget.

:ithin a year the northerners 
had realised their mistake and 

voted heavily against the new 
constitution. ,t made no difference 
– and when they protested, they 
were met with repression.    

By the ‘��s the whole north was occupied territory 
and the repression had tipped over into genocide. ,t 
only ended when the dictator Mohammed 6iad Barre 
was overthrown in ���� and the former British colony 
reclaimed its independence and its name� 6omalil�
and.

The rest of the once�united country then dissolved 
into almost perpetual civil war �which still continues�, 
but 6omaliland kicked free of the wreckage and has 
seen no further violence. ,t’s a perfectly normal coun�
try in many ways – an army, a currency, a school sys�
tem and healthcare, regular elections – but no other 
country recognises its government.

,t is a victim of the basic rule of post����� inter�
national law� borders may not be changed by force. 
That’s unfair to many parts of the world that are 
trapped in unhappy unions, or have managed to 
secede but don’t get international recognition, +ow�
ever, if the rule puts an end to wars of conquest then 
it’s a price most of the world thinks is worth paying.

The problem is that the rule is no longer being 
observed. 5ussia’s attempted conquest of 8kraine 
is the most fl agrant e[ample, but the impending 86 
attack on Venezuela would be an equally unjustifi able 
breach of the law. ,f those things are okay, then surely 
6omaliland can legally secede from 6omalia without 
getting the latter’s permission.

Ethiopia and the 
8nited $rab Emirates 
will probably recog�
nise 6omaliland fairly 
promptly, because they 
have some interests in 
common with it. +ow�
ever, , suspect that 
6omaliland’s president 
is stringing 1etanyahu 
along� he already has 
the recognition, and in 
the end he probably 
won’t help ,srael ship 
the 3alestinians out.

Somaliland: Mixed motives GWYNNE DYER
OUR WORLD TODAY
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YOUR LIFE
RENEWED
Last chance to live in this popular community, perfectly located 

by the Trent River. You will enjoy the accessible and amenity rich 

location surrounded by nature’s harmony with lakes, forests, 

conservation areas, parks, hiking trails and more. Something 

special awaits you in affordable Hasting’s Estates.

 Register Now - myhastingsestates.ca

Final Release

ALL BRICK BUNGALOW & 2 STOREY

DETACHED ON 44’ TO 50’ LOTS

FROM THE MID

$600’S

COMMUNITY VOICE
Monthly Message: Nature is the gateway to hope for a sustainable and equitable future

Recently, I listened to an environmental 
podcast featuring an interview with Dr. How-
ard Frumkin, a world renowned scientist. He 
is an epidemiologist, a specialist in environ-
mental and occupational medicine, and a 
professor at the University of Washington. 
He directed the CDC’s National Center for 
Environmental Health and is a co author of 
Planetary Health: Protecting Nature to Pro-
tect Ourselves.

Dr. Frumkin explained that we are living 
in both the best and worst of times. Our qual-
ity of life, measured in health, longevity, and 
material well-being, has never been higher. 
Yet this progress comes at a steep cost to 
planetary health and equity, pushing us to-
ward tipping points that threaten our future. 
The challenge is to sustain equitable human 
progress without compromising our environ-
ment.

Root of the problem
Our dependence on nature is undeniable, 

yet many societies act as if we are separate 
from it. Why?

• Disconnection: Urban living distances 
people from natural ecosystems.

• Short term thinking:
Economic systems reward 
immediate gain over long 
term sustainability

• Illusion of control:
Technology fosters the false 
belief we’ve “tamed” nature, 
and that breeds complacency

• Cultural narratives: For centuries, some 
cultures have framed nature as something to 
conquer, not coexist with. That story shapes 
how we build, consume, and govern.

• Lifestyle choices: Collective consump-
tion, especially in recent decades, has inten-
siÀed WKe FUisis�

What is the solution
We must restore our connection to nature, 

raise awareness, and become more mindful 
of our dependency on it. Motivating people 
to make lifestyle choices that reverse the cur-
rent trend is essential. Dr. Frumkin reminds 
us that “dependence” isn’t just physical, it’s 
spiritual, cultural, and emotional, too. 

Nature nourishes our bodies and our imag-
inations. Both science and indigenous wis-
dRP FRnÀUP WKaW SeRSle ZKR FRnneFW ZiWK 

nature are happier, healthier, 
live longer, and have a great-
er appreciation for life. That 
sense of awe we feel when 
comparing our smallness to 
the grandeur of nature cen-
ters us, fosters “pro social” 
attitudes, and makes us more 

likely to adopt sustainable lifestyle choices.
Meaningful actions

Actions can be taken on the community, 
regional and personal level. 

Community and regional level
• Advocate for municipal leaders to pro-

vide more opportunities to connect with na-
ture.

• Emphasize that green infrastructure is a 
living utility, equally important as water, en-
ergy, internet, and stormwater systems.

• Rationalize investment in trees and parks 
by highlighting the return on investment in 
health, equity, and resilience.

• Support regional policies that protect ur-
ban forests, wetlands, and biodiversity cor-
ridors.

Personal level

• Make time to connect with nature.
• Share what you know with others. As 

Canadian climate scientist Catherine Hayhoe 
says, spreading the word builds compassion, 
and compassion ignites action.

• Practice Stewardship, be a caretaker, not 
just a consumer, use less, use longer, use 
again,

• Use spending power to support corpora-
tions committed to sustainability.

A Vision Forward
Imagine a world where humans see them-

selves as part of nature, not apart from it. As 
David Suzuki reminds us, we must live with 
nature, not off it. Reconnecting with the natu-
ral world is not only essential for survival but 
also a gateway to hope, equity, and a sustain-
able future.

This week’s Community Voice submission 
is from John Wilson, director of Greys for 
Green in New Tecumseth. He believes that a 
greater understanding and appreciation of 
nature is what’s needed to inspire everyone 
to adopt a more sustainable lifestyle. Con-
tact Greys for Green at contactus@greysfor-
green.org or follow on social media.

BY BRIAN LOCKHART
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

The Town of New Tecumseth has received 
a $48,000 Fire Protection Grant from the 
Province of Ontario.

Simcoe-Grey MPP Brian Saunderson, 
Fire Chief Dan Heydon, and New Tecums-
eth Mayor Richard Norcross gathered at Fire 

Station 1 in Alliston on Sunday, Dec. 28, to 
celebrate this important investment in com-
munity safety.

“This grant is an investment in safety and 
readiness,” said Mayor Richard Norcross. 
“It’s about giving our team the tools they 
need to meet the challenges of a growing 
community. We appreciate the province’s 
sXSSRUW and WKe WRZn·s dediFaWiRn WR ÀUe-

ÀJKWeU safeW\�µ 
The grant will enable critical initiatives 

aiPed aW sWUenJWKeninJ ÀUeÀJKWeU safeW\�
6SeFiÀFall\� WKe JUanW Zill Ee Xsed WR 

SXUFKase ��� FeUWiÀed Zildland ÀUeÀJKW-
ing coveralls, designed for high mobility 
and protection in high-temperature environ-
ments.

“Every emergency demands preparation 

and the right tools,” said Fire Chief Dan 
Heydon. “These coveralls will provide the 
SURWeFWiRn and Áe[iEiliW\ RXU ÀUeÀJKWeUs 
need to respond safely and effectively.”

Fire protection in New Tecumseth is pro-
vided by three stations located in Alliston, 
Beeton, and Tottenham, with a second Allis-
ton station scheduled for completion in late 
2026.

New Tecumseth receives $48,000 Fire Protection Grant from Province, fostering safety on the job
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12pk

GREEN 
SEEDLESS 

BAGGED 
GRAPES

299
/lb

6.59/kg

ONTARIO 
EXTRA FANCY 
GALA APPLES

FRESH 
STRAWBERRIES

USA OR MEXICO

ONTARIO 
GROWN 

HYACINTHS

DELFRESH 
BLACKFOREST 

HAM
SLICED/PACKAGED

I29
/100g

save $1/100g

SAPUTO 
PROVOLONE

SLICED/PACKAGED
299

/100g
VINCE’S OWN 

APPLE PIE
FAMILY FAVOURITE!

699
ea

8”

COUNTRY 
HARVEST 

BREAD OR 
BAGELS

CONESTOGA 
FARMS FREE 
RUN OMEGA 

3 EGGS
599

ea

save 2.00

VINCE’S OWN 
SALSA

ASSORTED VAR
399

ea

473ml

CHAPMAN’S 
SUPER 

PREMIUM PLUS 
ICE CREAM

PERRIER 
SPARKLING 

WATER
ASSORTED VAR

I99
ea

save 1.00

PRIME
BONELESS 

SKINLESS 
CHKN THIGHS

FRESH WHOLE 
ROASTING 

CHICKEN

in effect Jan 8-14, 2026    •    even more specials at vincesmarket.ca
This flyer’s TOP DEALS

55 Queen St. South, Unit #1, Tottenham

MEMBER
ONLY

PRICING

MEMBER
ONLY

PRICING

MEMBER
ONLY

PRICING

VINCE’S

ADVANTAGE

REWARDS

VINCE’S

ADVANTAGE

REWARDS

MEMBER
ONLY

PRICING

MEMBER
ONLY

PRICING

MEMBER
ONLY

PRICING

25%
reg. 9.99/lb

OFF

399
/lb

8.80/kg
399

ea

600g, 6pk

BONELESS 
PORK CHOPS 

OR ROASTS
SELECTED CUTS

699
/lb

15.41/kg

I49
/lb

3.28/kg

454g

MIN

VINCE’S

ADVANTAGE

REWARDS

MEMBER
ONLY

PRICING

MEMBER
ONLY

PRICING

MEMBER
ONLY

PRICING

PROD
OF PERU

MEMBER
ONLY

PRICING

MEMBER
ONLY

PRICING

MEMBER
ONLY

PRICING

VINCE’S

ADVANTAGE

REWARDS

200
ea

reg. 2.99ea
599

ea

6” pot
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ea

500ml

ASSTD
VAR

MIN

VINCE’S

ADVANTAGE

REWARDS

MEMBER
ONLY

PRICING

MEMBER
ONLY

PRICING

MEMBER
ONLY

PRICING

1L

Dear Editor,

I strongly objected to the negativity ex-
pressed by Mr. Gwynne Dyer in his recent ar-
ticle, “Musk’s Starship: If it sounds too good 
to be true…” The title alone raises an eyebrow 
– obviously the intent.

As a retired engineer who grew up in the 
‘60s, the race to the moon captivated me. The 
WeFKniFal FKallenJes Rf sSaFe Á iJKW sWill fasFi�
nate me.

Putting Elon Musk’s politics aside, it’s hard 
to feel anything but enormous respect for 
what he has accomplished since his company 
SpaceX began in the early 2000s. Working 
ZiWK a sPall WeaP� Ke EXilW Kis À UsW URFNeW fURP 
sFUaWFK and À UsW SUinFiSles� 1aPed )alFRn �� iW 
UeaFKed RUEiW Rn iWs fRXUWK WU\� )URP WKis sXF�
Fess� 6SaFe; deYelRSed WKe )alFRn � and laWeU� 
with the addition of deployable landing legs 
and an innovative steering system, successful-
ly landed the booster on a remotely positioned 
barge in the middle of the ocean. Albeit only 
afWeU PRUe WKan a feZ À eU\ failXUes ² ZKiFK 
Musk referred to as RUDs or Rapid Unsched-
uled Disassemblies!

However, the successful landing milestone, 
which many respected rocket engineers and 
1$6$ SeUsRnnel insisWed FRXld nRW Ee dRne� 
has now been accomplished by SpaceX over 
��� WiPes� ZiWK sRPe ERRsWeUs in WKe Á eeW lRJ�
ging more than 30 trips to space and back. And 
XnWil WKe laXnFK Rf %lXe 2UiJin·s 1eZ *lenn 
rocket earlier this year (kudos to Jeff Bezos 
and his team!), no other rocket launch compa-
ny has accomplished this feat, although China 
is deYelRSinJ a )alFRn � FRS\FaW� sR WKe\ Pa\ 
be next. 

Musk’s goal in the near term is full and rapid 

reusability. This is the basis of his claim of be-
ing able to reduce the cost of tonnage to orbit 
by at least two orders of magnitude. All other 
launchers ‘expend’ every last piece of hard-
ware during the process of placing a satellite in 
orbit. The booster, the second stage, any side-
mounted boosters, the fairings – everything is 
dumped into the ocean, never to be seen again. 

(aFK laXnFK FRsWs WKe FXsWRPeU RYeU ���� 
million. Musk wants to reduce that to only the 
FRsW Rf WKe fXel� sa\� aERXW �� PilliRn� 7R dR 
that, he is developing Starship. And it’s not 
easy. But his approach is unique. Build, test, 
Á \� and UeSeaW� eaFK WiPe iPSURYinJ Rn WKe SUe�
vious version, always pushing the envelope. 
This process, by its nature, invariably leads 
to explosions, or RUDs, but each time he gets 
closer. 

Mr. Dyer’s article uses phrases like ‘some-
one got the calculations wrong’ and ‘ignorant-
ly overstated’ and ‘grossly underestimated’, 
implying that SpaceX engineers are less than 
competent. I suggest that an alternative opin-
ion can be gained by watching a YouTube re-
UXn Rf WKe ,nWeJUaWed )liJKW 7esW �� RU ,7) �� ,n 
this, the returning Super Heavy Booster guided 
itself to spot exactly from where it launched 
minutes before and was gracefully caught be-
tween two giant arms, called “chopsticks.” And 
MXsW in Fase an\Rne WKRXJKW WKis Zas a Á XNe� 
6SaFe; did iW aJain Rn a sXEseTXenW Á iJKW�

I don’t recall the origin of this expression, 
but it certainly applies here: 

‘Would the guy who keeps saying it can’t be 
done get out of the way of the guy who’s do-
ing it..!’

Klaus Fritzsche
Alliston

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR:
Response to ‘Musk’s Starship’ column (Dec. 18) 

FIRST BIRTH – Southlake 
Health is proud to in-
troduce Turner, the fi rst 
baby born at the hospi-
tal in 2026 . Turner made 
his entrance shortly after 
midnight at 12: 4 8  a.m., 
weighing six pounds and 
14  ounces. Southlake 
welcomed seven new ba-
bies on January 1, 2026 .
      CONTRIBUTED PHOTO

NEW YEAR ARRIVAL –
Stevenson Memorial Hos-
pital is celebrating the fi rst 
baby born at the hospital 
this year. Lakelin Kehoe-
Iggulden arrived on F ri-
day, Jan. 2, at 8 : 12 a.m., 
weighing 7  lbs. 11 oz. This 
is the fi rst child for proud 
parents Ashley Kehoe 
and Peter Iggulden. 
      CONTRIBUTED PHOTO



Aurora set for musical revival as Winter Blues Festival returns to community
BY BROCK WEIR

Local music lovers know that few things 
warm the cold winter nights better than hot 
jazz and good company. 

)RU WKe lasW ÀYe \eaUs� ZinWeUs aURXnd KeUe 
have been a little bit chilly without the blues 
WR JR aURXnd� EXW )eEUXaU\ is sKaSinJ XS WR 
be a scorcher as the Aurora Winter Blues Fes-
tival rises from the ashes of a COVID pause 
with a hand from the Aurora Cultural Centre. 

0XsiF $XURUa� lRnJ�WiPe SURSRnenWs Rf WKe 
$XURUa :inWeU %lXes )esWiYal� KaYe fRUPall\ 
passed the torch to the Aurora Cultural Cen-
tre to put the Festival back on the map – and 
the results are four days of entertainment 
spanning six shows and four live blues work-
shops between February 26 and March 1.

“I think of all the hard work that was put 
in by [former Aurora residents] Jamie and 
+elen 0aFdRnald WR EXild WKis XS� iW·s niFe 
WR see iW FRPinJ EaFN�µ sa\s 0XsiF $XURUa·s 
Greg Smith.

$dds 0XsiF $XURUa·s 6WeZaUW 0aF/aUen� 
“The love of music and then the fun of put-
ting the event on was the main thing that 
dURYe iW�µ

The Aurora Winter Blues Festival grew 
siJniÀFanWl\ sinFe WKe 0aFdRnalds fRXnded 
it as a live music party in their own home. It 
was soon too big for one home to handle and 
branched out to various venues in the com-
PXniW\ fRU ERWK Ne\ FRnFeUWs and SRS�XSs� 
inFlXdinJ 7KeaWUe $XURUa and 6W� $ndUeZ·s 
College.

Pop-ups associated with Aurora Winter 
Blues Festival also took place within the 
$XURUa CXlWXUal CenWUe·s KisWRUiF CKXUFK 

6WUeeW 6FKRRl� and nRZ WKaW WKe sFKRRl is aW 
WKe KeaUW Rf $XURUa 7RZn 6TXaUe� WKe neZ 
edition of the Festival will be something of 
a homecoming.

2SeninJ WKe lineXS Rn 7KXUsda\� )eEUXaU\ 
�� Zill Ee -aFN 'e .e\]eU� ZKR Zill WaNe RYeU 
the Aurora Town Square Performance Hall at 
7.30 p.m. The music continues the following 
eYeninJ� alsR aW ���� S�P�� ZiWK 6X]ie 9in-
niFN� feaWXUinJ sSeFial JXesWs .eYin %UeiW� 
7Rn\ '�� and -a\ %lXes�

*lenn 0aUais· -RRN is XS ne[W Rn 6aWXUda\� 
)eEUXaU\ ��� aW � S�P�� fRllRZed E\ 'RPi-
niTXe )ils�$iPe WKaW eYeninJ aW ���� S�P�� 
and Rn 6Xnda\� 0aUFK � ZiWK +aUUisRn .en-
ned\ and 'aYe 0RZaW aW � S�P�� FRnFlXdinJ 
with Little Magic Sam Band at 7.30 p.m.

“When Greg and Stewart gave me the 
JUeen liJKW� Ze EeJan SXWWinJ WKinJs in SlaFe 
fRU WKe fRXU da\s WKaW aUe UXnninJ� UeSliFaWinJ 
as much as we could [of the original Aurora 
Winter Blues Festival] under this roof – and 
iW·s a EUand�neZ URRf�µ sa\s 'eUeN $ndUeZs� 
Performing Arts Producer for the Aurora 
Cultural Centre.

Andrews is no stranger to Blues. A long-
WiPe SURdXFeU aW 7RURnWR·s +aUERXUfURnW 
CenWUe� Ke Zas alsR WaSSed WR ePFee a feZ 
Aurora Winter Blues Festival shows over the 
\eaUs� KaYinJ ÀUsW WaNen in WKe )esWiYal ÀUsW 
when it was still a house party.

“I think Blues music is accessible – people 
have heard the Blues whether you know it 
RU nRW�µ sa\s $ndUeZs� ´:Ken \RX KeaU (WWa 
-aPes Rn WKe sRXndWUaFN Rf a PRYie� iW·s nRW 
neFessaUil\ WellinJ \RX iW·s (WWa -aPes� EXW 
WKeUe sKe is� leaYinJ KeU iPSUinW� %lXes is WKe 
EedURFN Rf URFN� Ma]]� and FRXnWU\� and iW·s 

KiJKl\ inÁXenWial WR a lRW Rf RWKeU sW\les Rf 
PXsiF�µ

7Ke SURJUaP� Ke adds� is all�Canadian ZiWK 
most of the performers hailing from Ontario.

´, WKinN WKe lineXS is e[FellenW�µ sa\s 
Smith. “Having some local artists as well 
as SeRSle fURP aFURss 2nWaUiR� iW·s a Ueall\ 
sWURnJ lineXS and iW·s JRinJ WR Ee a YeU\ EXs\ 
fRXU da\s KeUe aW WKe CenWUe� ,W·s JUeaW WR see 
that the Aurora Winter Blues Festival will 
be revived. York Region has a really strong 
Blues patronage and a lot of people from all 

over the GTA have come to the Aurora Win-
WeU %lXes )esWiYal in WKe SasW� sR , WKinN Ze·Ue 
going to look forward to many of those same 
SeRSle� if nRW PRUe� FRPinJ aJain�µ

$dds 0aF/aUen� ´7UeaW iW as a niJKW RXW 
and Pa\Ee disFRYeU sRPeWKinJ neZ� Uedis-
FRYeU sRPeWKinJ fURP WKe SasW� and enMR\ WKe 
SURJUaPPinJ EeFaXse WKeUe·s a lRW Rf effRUW 
and sRPe JUeaW WalenW�µ

For more information on the 2026 Aurora 
:inWeU %lXes )esWiYal� YisiW aXURUaFXlWXUal-
centre.ca/awbf2026.

Education workshops will continue 
legacy of Aurora Winter Blues Festival
BY BROCK WEIR

When Music Aurora decided to take the 
Aurora Winter Blues Festival to the next 
leYel� WKe\ did sR ZiWK WKe FRPPXniW\ in 
Pind� sXSSRUWinJ XS�and�FRPinJ aUWisWs 
and furthering their opportunities.

This legacy will continue on as the 
Aurora Cultural Centre takes over the 
Aurora Winter Blues Festival next month 
with a series of workshops beginning on 
)Uida\� )eEUXaU\ ��� ZiWK (aUl\ ,nsWUX-
ments of Blues at 5 p.m.

“Glenn Marais is joined by Manny 
DeGrandis (Toronto Blues Society) cigar 
ER[� dREUR� diddle\ERZ� EURRP� sWRPS 
ERaUd� and KaUPRniFa aUe all feaWXUed in 
>0aUais·@ ¶-RRN· SURMeFW and e[Slained in 
WKis sessiRn�µ sa\s WKe CXlWXUal CenWUe�

The second workshop will take place 
WKe fRllRZinJ PRUninJ� 6aWXUda\� )eEUX-
aU\ ��� aW �� a�P� ZiWK 6WUinJ %endinJ�

´5eZindinJ fURP WKeiU Pain FRnFeUW� 
this guitar workshop features ten-time 
Maple Blues Award winner Suzie Vinn-
iFN� 2WWaZa·s 7Rn\ ' �0RnNe\ -XnN� ZiWK 
XSsWaUW UisinJ sWaU -a\ %lXes�µ

Strings remain in the spotlight on Satur-
da\� )eEUXaU\ ��� ZiWK %anMR 0an %lXes�

“Discover the history of Black settle-
ment in York Region with a public inter-
YieZ E\ $XURUa 0XseXP·s 0iFKelle -RKn-

son and award-winning Underground 
Railroad historian and musician David 
%UaiWKZaiWe�µ

7Ke seUies FRnFlXdes 6Xnda\� 0aUFK � 
at 4 p.m. with Blues Harp.

´¶CaEEaJeWRZn 6WeYe· *UanW� KaUPRn-
iFa PasWeU fURP /iWWle 0aJiF 6aP·s Eand� 
joins Alderville First Nations bluesman 
Dave Mowat in a session guided by local 
$XURUa sinJeU and ePFee 6WeYe )alN�µ

$ll sessiRns aUe lRFaWed in %UeYiN +all� 
within the Aurora Town Square complex.

“The whole thing was about reviving 
and NeeSinJ WKe PXsiF aliYe�µ sa\s 0XsiF 
$XURUa·s *UeJ 6PiWK� nRWinJ WKaW sinFe 
the Blues Festival was put on hiatus due 
WR WKe JlREal SandePiF� WKe RUJani]aWiRn 
sWill ZRUNed WR sXSSRUW FRPPXniW\ eYenWs� 
including providing honorariums to per-
fRUPeUs� SaUWiFXlaUl\ \RXnJ PXsiFians� 
giving them an opportunity to hone their 
sNills and EXild WKeiU FRnÀdenFe�

'eUeN $ndUeZs� 3eUfRUPinJ $UWs 3UR-
ducer for the Aurora Cultural Centre who 
Kas SURJUaPPed WKe ZRUNsKRSs� sa\s WKaW 
the Centre is interested in building upon 
WKe sXFFess Rf WKis \eaU·s fesWiYal WR RnFe 
again further educational and develop-
ment work going forward into future sea-
sons.

)RU PRUe infRUPaWiRn� YisiW aXURUaFXl-
turalcentre.ca/awbf2026.
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Arts
Local Events&

Independently Owned & Operated905.841.4809 (Cell)     www.brianspeers.ca

Re s i d e n t i a l  &
Co m m e r c i a l

Your Sales
Representative  
in King &
New
Tecumseth

Considering Buying or Selling?
Call BRIAN SPEERS

Derrick is a stunning 2 year old male. 
Derrick loves to frolic around with the 
volunteers, making everyone laugh. He 
is often rolling around, playing or doing 
Derrick-things.
He is neutered, microchipped, 
vaccinated, dewormed and � ea treated. 
Adoption fee is $275. 
Check our facebook page to see the other kitties looking for their forever 
home. Donations always needed to help care for the cats as we are not 
funded at all, and rely on donations and fundraisers. If you would like to 
volunteer as well we are always appreciative. 

FERAL CAT RESCUE INC.
519-278-0707 

Check our facebook page to see the other kitties looking for their forever 
home. Donations always needed to help care for the cats as we are not 
funded at all, and rely on donations and fundraisers. If you would like to 
volunteer as well we are always appreciative. 

Derrick

adopt
a cat
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Ontario mandates additional carbon monoxide detectors in residential homes
BY BRIAN LOCKHART
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

Changes to the Ontario Fire Code came 
into effect on Jan. 1, requiring additional 
carbon monoxide (CO) alarms in homes 
ZiWK fXel�EXUninJ aSSlianFes� ÀUeSlaFes� RU 
attached garages.

Updates are being made across the prov-
ince to improve household safety and pre-
vent carbon monoxide-related incidents.

The new regulations require:
• A carbon monoxide alarm adjacent to 

every sleeping area in the home.
• A carbon monoxide alarm on every sto-

rey that does not contain a sleeping area.
These requirements apply to all residential 

occupancies, including existing homes.
Even if your home already has a CO 

alarm, you may need to add more to comply 
with the updated Fire Code.

What you can do now:
• Check your alarms – make sure you 

currently have CO Alarms installed in the 
required areas.

• Plan ahead – Purchase and install any 
additional alarms before the Jan. 1, 2026, 
deadline or notify the property owner to do 
so.

• Maintain your alarms – test alarms 
regularly and replace them when they expire 
�aSSUR[iPaWel\ eYeU\ ÀYe WR �� \eaUs��

• Inspect appliances annually – have all 
fuel-burning appliances serviced by a quali-
Àed WeFKniFian and ensXUe YenWs and e[KaXsWs 
are clear of snow, debris, and obstructions.

Placing combination smoke/CO alarms on 
each level of your home can be used to meet 
this requirement.

A CO alarm will alert you when dangerous 
levels of CO are inside your home. A work-
ing alarm will ring loudly, giving you and 
your family the early warning you need to 
get out.

CO alarms can warn you about sudden 
failures of fuel-burning appliances and are a 
JRRd ÀUsW line Rf defenFe aJainsW C2 e[SR-
sure.

If you or anyone in your home has symp-
toms of CO poisoning, or if your CO alarm 
sounds, make sure everyone leaves the home 
immediately and call 9-1-1.

There are different types of alarms with 
different features, so choosing the right one 
can be confusing. While alarms might look 
different and/or have different features, they 
are all tested to the same standard.

Unlike smoke, CO mixes freely with the 
air, so your CO alarm doesn’t have to go 
on the ceiling or up high. It does need to be 
near where you sleep, so it is loud enough 
to wake you up and get you into action. If 
your home has a fuel-burning appliance or 
an attached garage, install a carbon monox-
ide alarm adjacent to each sleeping area.

Read the manufacturer’s instructions care-
fully and follow them exactly.

([SRsXUe WR C2 Fan FaXse ÁX�liNe s\PS-
toms such as headaches, nausea, dizziness, 
burning eyes, confusion, drowsiness and 
even loss of consciousness.

In very severe cases, CO poisoning can 
cause brain damage and death.  

Nottawasaga Ontario Provincial Police 
�233� RfÀFeUs e[eFXWed si[ seaUFK ZaU-
rants in Mississauga, Brampton, Toronto 
and Tottenham resulting in the arrest of six 
individuals. 

The investigation began in the fall of 
2024 after multiple unoccupied homes in 
new subdivisions in Adjala-Tosorontio 
ZeUe seW Rn ÀUe�

On Dec. 16, 2025, at approximately 6 
a�P�� RfÀFeUs e[eFXWed seYeUal seaUFK ZaU-
rants at residences across the region. The 
operation was part of an ongoing investi-
gation led by members of the Nottawasaga 

Detachment Major Crime Unit, with assis-
tance from the Caledon Detachment Major 
Crime Unit, Central Region’s Regional 
Support Team, the Highway Safety Divi-
sion’s Toronto and 407 Detachments as well 
as OPP Emergency Response Team (ERT).

As a result of the investigation, six indi-
viduals were arrested:

• Wisam Fareed Anton DIBO, 32 years 
old, of Etobicoke

� 5aÀd %$4'5� �� \eaUs Rld� Rf 7RURnWR
• Yokhanna BUTRUS, 27 years old, of 

Etobicoke
� $llen <286,)� �� \eaUs Rld� Rf 0issis-

sauga
• Napleon UOAIL, 27 years old, of Eto-

bicoke
• Liyon Nazar SITRAK, 21 years old, of 

Etobicoke
The accused individuals have all been 

charged under the Criminal Code of Canada 
with:

• Conspiracy to Commit an Indictable 
Offence, S. 465(1)(c)

• Arson, S. 434
The accused individuals are scheduled to 

appear before the Ontario Court of Justice 
in Bradford on Jan. 22, 2026.

None of the listed charged have been 
proven in court.

There is no threat to public safety at this 
time, and the investigation remains ongo-
ing. 

Anyone with information is asked to con-
WaFW WKe 1RWWaZasaJa 233 aW ����������
1122, or anonymously through Crime Stop-
SeUs aW ����������7,36 ������ RU Rnline aW 
https://www.crimestopperssdm.com. 

Crime Stoppers does not subscribe to call 
display, and you will remain anonymous. 
Being anonymous, you will not testify in 
court.

Charges laid in connection to arsons in Adjala-Tosorontio following GTA search warrants



Over� ow waste and Christmas tree collection running through January
BY BRIAN LOCKHART
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

7KeUe aUe seYeUal RSWiRns fRU RYeUÁ RZ ZasWe 
and Christmas tree collection through Janu-
ary so residents can clear out the clutter after 
the holiday season.

For extra garbage and recycling, here’s 
KRZ \RX Fan disSRse Rf iW�                                                      

• If your recycling cart is full, simply place 
WKe RYeUÁ RZ in FleaU EaJs RU ElXe ER[es ² nR 
tags required.  

� 5ePePEeU WR Á aWWen and EXndle an\ e[WUa 
cardboard you may have. 

• If your recycling cart is full, simply place 
WKe RYeUÁ RZ in FleaU EaJs RU ElXe ER[es ² nR 
tags required. 

• If your garbage cart is full, attach a gar-
bage tag to each extra garbage bag (limit of 
À Ye�� 

• For bag tag locations, visit simcoe.ca/
ZasWe�     

• Keep all additional bags and materials at 
leasW WZR feeW fURP \RXU FaUW fRU eas\ SiFNXS� 

 The County is no longer be responsible for 
recycling collection as of Jan. 1, 2026, due to 
the provincially mandated recycling change. 
For any issues regarding recycling collec-
tion after January 1, please contact Emterra 
at 1-888-597-1541 or customercareont.@
emterra.ca.  

Residents can also visit one of the County’s 
:asWe 'URS 2ff lRFaWiRns if WKe\ ZisK WR dis�
pose of their garbage and recycling, subject 

to fees.
3lease nRWe� in ����� WKeUe Zill Ee neZ WiS�

SinJ fees aW CRXnW\ ZasWe dURS�Rff lRFaWiRns�
Christmas tree collection  
%i�ZeeNl\ CKUisWPas WUee FRlleFWiRn Zill 

WaNe SlaFe WKURXJKRXW -anXaU\� ZKiFK JiYes 
UesidenWs WZR RSSRUWXniWies WR easil\ disSRse 
of their trees.

7R ensXUe \RXU WUee is SiFNed XS� SlaFe iW 
FXUEside E\ ���� a�P� Rn WKe 0Rnda\ Rf \RXU 
JaUEaJe FRlleFWiRn ZeeN�

Please note that collection may not occur 
Rn \RXU UeJXlaU JaUEaJe da\� ZKiFK is ZK\ iW 
is iPSRUWanW WR SlaFe iW RXW 0Rnda\ PRUninJ�  

Be sure to remove all decorations, lights 
and plastic before setting your tree out. Place 
the tree in a cleared area at the end of your 
dUiYeZa\� 'R nRW SlaFe iW in a snRZEanN�

(nsXUe WKaW WKe WUee is fUee fURP snRZ and 
ice.  

Avian in� uenza con� rmed at Tottenham Conservation Area
BY BRIAN LOCKHART
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

7Ke 7RZn Rf 1eZ 7eFXPseWK Kas Eeen 
advised by the Canadian Wildlife Health 
CRRSeUaWiYe �C:+C� WKaW $Yian ,nÁ Xen]a 
Kas Eeen FRnÀ UPed in a dead Canadian JRRse 
found at the pond at the Tottenham Conserva-
WiRn $Uea�

Local residents noticed several dead geese 
Rn WKe SRnd iFe aPid a laUJeU Á RFN in WKe ZaWeU 
and reported it to authorities.

7Ke 7RZn is ZRUNinJ FlRsel\ ZiWK C:+C 
to monitor the affected area.

Residents are strongly advised to avoid 
SRnds and ZaWeUfRZl KaEiWaWs aW WKis WiPe�

:Kile WKe UisN Rf WUansPissiRn WR WKe Jen�
eUal SXEliF is lRZ� WKe 3XEliF +ealWK $JenF\ 

Rf Canada UeFRPPends WKe fRllRZinJ SUeFaX�
WiRns�

� 'R nRW Kandle siFN RU dead Zild EiUds RU 
RWKeU Zildlife

� .eeS SeWs aZa\ fURP siFN RU dead Zildlife 
and ensure dogs are leashed

• Keep cats indoors
� 'R nRW feed RU inWeUaFW ZiWK ZaWeUfRZl
� 'R nRW feed SeWs UaZ PeaW fURP JaPe 

birds or poultry
• Restrict pet birds to indoors if they are nor-

Pall\ NeSW RXWside�
· Remove bird feeders
,f \RX enFRXnWeU siFN RU dead Zildlife� dR 

not touch them. Report sightings and obtain 
more information by contacting the Canadian 
Wildlife Health Cooperative at 1-866-673-
���� RU YisiWinJ FZKF�UFsf�Fa�

FESTIVE FLAM ES – It was the annual Twelfth Night celebration at Riverdale Park in 
$lliston on 6aturday, -an. �, with a huge bonfi re lighting the night. The event was spon�
sored by the $lliston 5otary &lub, with help from the 1ew Tecumseth )ire 'epartment 
to ensure things went smoothly. Local residents donated their &hristmas trees to the 
fi re, and hundreds turned out to watch them all go up in fl ames.    
                         BRIAN LOCK HART PHOTO
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BRIAN 
SAUNDERSON
MPP, Simcoe-Grey

IF YOU NEED HELP ACCESSING 
PROVINCIAL GOVERNMENT 
SERVICES, MY TEAM AND I CAN HELP.
ALLISTON CONSTITUENCY OFFICE
180 PARSONS ROAD, UNIT 28
ALLISTON, ONTARIO L9R 1E8
(705) 435-4087
BRIAN.SAUNDERSON@PC.OLA.ORG

DISCOVER
THE JOY
OF MUSIC!

We are located at 56 2 V ictoria St. E., beside Wilton’s F looring
7 0 5 . 2 5 0 . STAR ( 7 8 2 7 )  |  Email RSMAAlliston@ gmail.com
www.risingstarmusicacademy.ca  |   F ollow us on F acebook!

We are a friendly, family run music school, providing a fun, 
positive, creative place for training in vocals, guitar, piano, 
ukulele, drums and more.
Ex t r a  s e r v i c e s  i n c l u d e :  Royal Conservatory piano,
audition prep, singer/songwriter clinics, creating social
media platforms like YouTube and Instagram, and
contacts with recording services. We offer
two recitals every year for the students to
showcase their accomplishments!

COME AND FIND   YOUR
TALENT WITH US!



Outdoor patio for mental health inpatients opening in spring 2026
Southlake Health is creating an elevated 

outdoor patio space for patients receiving 
inpatient mental health care at the Davis 
Drive site, offering a safe and healing outdoor 
environment specially-designed to support 
adult patient’s well-being.

/RFaWed Rn WKe WKiUd Á RRU Rf 6RXWKlaNe·s 
West Building, the new 2,900-square-foot 
seasonal patio will include a variety of seat-
inJ aUeas fRU UeÁ eFWiRn and FRnneFWiRn� as 
Zell as SlanWeUs À lled ZiWK seasRnal SlanWs 
and Á RZeUs WR EUinJ naWXUal elePenWs WR WKe 
space. The space offers a primarily southern 
exposure, providing natural light and open 
views through glass partitions that maintain 
safety precautions.

“Access to outdoor space is an important 

part of a healing experience,” said Mahdi 
Memarpour MD, Chief of Psychiatry and 
Nathan Robinson, Director for Capital 
Development at Southlake. “This new patio 
will give our patients the opportunity to step 
outside in a safe and therapeutic setting, sup-
porting their recovery and overall mental 
wellness.”

Construction coordination is already 
underway, with on-site work beginning this 
month thanks to the communities’ generos-
ity. Donors to Southlake Health Foundation’s 
Better.Begins.Today. Mental Health Cam-
paign thoughtfully invested over $7.5-mil-
lion to support a variety of expansions and 
upgrades to transform Southlake’s Mental 
Health Program, including the addition of 

this patio space.
“We are deeply grateful to our donors and 

community for helping make this vision a 
reality,” said Jennifer Ritter, President and 
CEO, Southlake Health Foundation. “Their 
generosity ensures that patients in our Mental 
Health Program have access to the same kind 
Rf KealinJ sSaFes WKaW EeneÀ W sR Pan\ RWKeUs 
across the hospital.”

7Ke neZ sSaFe UeÁ eFWs 6RXWKlaNe·s RnJR�
ing commitment to advancing mental health 
care and creating supportive environments 
that optimize patient and visitor experiences, 
including:

An expanded Emergency Department that 
opened in January 2025, creating an addi-
tional 2,400 square feet of space to meet the 

communities’ growing needs.
$ neZ aUWiÀ Fial inWelliJenFe �$,� enaEled 

05, inWURdXFed in 0a\ ���� WR WUansfRUP 
diagnostic imaging capacity.

A new Starbucks, Tim Hortons, retail and 
patient food services opened over the past 
two years as part of a complete culinary 
transformation project, and much more.

7Kis ZRUN is UeÁ eFWiYe Rf 6RXWKlaNe·s 
evolving capital redevelopment plan, which 
will maintain acute care capacity at the 
Davis Drive site. While contractual approv-
als are ongoing to secure land on which to 
build a second acute care hospital; refurbish-
ments to the Davis Drive site will continue as 
Southlake works to transform into a Distrib-
uted Health Network over the next 10 years.

Conservation Authority reminds residents stormwater ponds are not for skating
The Lake Simcoe Region Conservation 

Authority is reminding residents not to use 
neighbourhood stormwater ponds for recre-
ation activities.

While your local stormwater pond may 
look like a great place to have a game of 
pick-up hockey or a leisurely skate, don’t be 
fRRled� 7Kese SRnds KaYe a sSeFiÀ F MRE� and 
that’s to continuously collect stormwater run-
off from neighbourhoods.

Because of this function, they are designed 
WR KaYe ZaWeU Á RZinJ in and RXW Rf WKeP all 
\eaU lRnJ �fURP Uainfall and snRZPelW�� PaN�
ing them an unsafe place to play.

No matter how deep into the winter or how 
thick the ice may appear, temperature changes 
can cause major variations in ice thickness. 
Air pockets are also easily formed under the 
surface and contaminants like salt weaken the 
ice. All these factors combined, create dan-
gerous and unpredictable conditions that put 
your safety at risk.

Despite these hazards, you can still enjoy 
the outdoors this time of the year. At con-

seUYaWiRn aUeas and PXniFiSal SaUNs� RfÀ Fial 
trails have been created with your safety in 
mind. Use these trails and still get some fresh 
air safely.

Be safe by following these tips:
6Wa\ Rn WKe RfÀ Fial WUails aW 2nWaUiR·s FRn�

servation areas.
Keep family members and pets away from 

riverbanks and edges of all water bodies.
Do not attempt to drive or walk on iced-

covered water bodies. Always obey any 
posted safety signs.

Avoid all recreational activities in or 
around water, especially near ice jams or ice-
FRYeUed ZaWeU ERdies� Xnless aW an RfÀ Fiall\ 
designated municipal facility.

Never use stormwater ponds for ice skating 
or any other activity.

Rescuing another person or a pet from ice 
is danJeURXs� ,f \RX see an\Rne WKaW Kas fallen 
through the ice, call 9-1-1 for help immedi-
ately.

Explore nature in winter, close to home at: 
www.LSRCA.on.ca/enjoytheoutdoors

PLEASE RECYCLE 
THIS NEWSPAPER!

THE NEW TECUMSETH TIMES | THURSDAY, JANUARY 8, 2026 11

Turn any screen into a fully functional 
desktop for only $4.99/month! 

Need
a new
desktop?

UNLOCK YOUR
FREE TRIAL NOW!
USE CODE NT2025

128 Main Street East, Shelburne, L9V 3K5
519-925-1215

*CALL TODAY FOR YOUR FREE HEARING TEST

Hearing Loss 
Is Making 
You Tired
(Don’t Blame The Season)
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HOCKLEYBEER.CA

MADE IN

S U P P O R T  L O C A L

CANADA
MADE IN
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Hornets stay in � rst place after winning a pair of weekend games
BY BRIAN LOCKHART
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

The Alliston Hornets continue to remain in 
À UsW SlaFe in WKe 1RUWK CaUUXWKeUs 'iYisiRn Rf 
WKe 3-+/ ZiWK a ���� UeFRUd and �� SRinWs 
afWeU ZinninJ ERWK Rf WKeiU ZeeNend JaPes�

7Ke\ aUe À Ye SRinWs aKead Rf WKe seFRnd�
SlaFe 6Wa\neU 6isNins�

:eeNend JaPes sWaUWed Rn )Uida\� -an� �� 
ZKen WKe +RUneWs KRsWed WKe 0XsNRNa %eaUs 
aW WKe 1eZ 7eFXPseWK 5eFUeaWiRn CenWUe�

$llisWRn·s :ill 0illinJWRn nRWFKed WKe Rnl\ 
JRal Rf WKe À UsW SeUiRd�

$W WKe end Rf WKe seFRnd SeUiRd� WKe +RU�
neWs ZeUe leadinJ ����

+RUneWs· seFRnd�SeUiRd JRals FaPe fURP 
1iFN /aPRnW� :ill +RSFUafW� and *XnneU 
.iUN�

0XsNRNa sFRUed eaUl\ in WKe WKiUd SeUiRd�
7Ke +RUneWs UesSRnded ZiWK WKUee JRals WR 

À nisK WKe JaPe and leaYe WKe iFe ZiWK a ��� 
Zin�

7KiUd�SeUiRd +RUneWs JRals FaPe fURP 
1RaK 3URNRSeF� 1iFN /aPRnW� and CaPeURn 
/aPRnW�

7Ke +RUneWs ZeUe EaFN Rn WKe iFe WKe fRl�
lRZinJ da\ fRU an afWeUnRRn KRPe JaPe 

aJainsW WKe 2Uillia 7eUUieUs�
$llisWRn RSened WKe sFRUinJ ZiWK WZR À UsW�

SeUiRd JRals fURP :ill +RSFUafW and 7UisWen 
3iWW�

7ZR PRUe JRals in WKe seFRnd SeUiRd fURP 
1iFN /aPRnW and :ill 0illinJWRn JaYe WKe 
+RUneWs a ��� lead�

2Uillia sFRUed a sinJle laWe in WKe SeUiRd�
/aPRnW JRW Kis seFRnd Rf WKe JaPe ZiWK �� 

seFRnds UePaininJ in WKe WKiUd SeUiRd�
5eWXUninJ fRU WKe À nal fUaPe� 2Uillia sFRUed 

aW ����� inWR WKe SeUiRd�
/aPRnW JRW WKe À nal JRal Rf WKe niJKW� and 

a KaW�WUiFN fRU KiP� aW ����� inWR WKe WKiUd 

SeUiRd�
7Ke +RUneWs lefW WKe iFe ZiWK a ��� Zin�
2Uillia is FXUUenWl\ in WKiUd SlaFe in WKe 

1RUWK CaUUXWKeUs 'iYisiRn sWandinJs� fRl�
lRZed E\ WKe 3eneWanJ .inJs� WKe 0idland 
)l\eUs� and WKe 0XsNRNa %eaUs� 7Ke +XnWs�
Yille 2WWeUs aUe in seYenWK SlaFe� and WKe ,nn�
isÀ l 6SaUWans aUe in WKe EasePenW� KaYinJ ZRn 
Rnl\ seYen JaPes afWeU �� WiPes Rn WKe iFe�

The Hornets will return to home ice at the 
1eZ 7eFXPseWK 5eFUeaWiRn CenWUe Rn )Uida\� 
-an� �� ZKen WKe\ Zill KRsW WKe ,nnsiÀ l 6SaU�
Wans�

*aPe WiPe is ���� S�P�

DOUBLE WIN – The Alliston Hornets take on the Muskoka Bears at the New Tecumseth Recreation Centre on F riday, Jan. 2. The Hornets left the ice with a 7 -2 win. They played again the fol-
lowing day, 6aturday, -an. �, and delivered a ��� win over the Orillia Terriers. The +ornets remain in fi rst place in the 1orth &arruthers 'ivision of the 3-+L.              
                                 BRIAN LOCK HART PHOTO

Province invests $3.9 million to restore 4,500 kilometres of snowmobile trails
BY BRIAN LOCKHART
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

The Alliston Hornets continue to remain 
in À U:Kile snRZPREileUs aUe aPRnJ WKe feZ 
JURXSs KRSinJ fRU a lRW Rf snRZ WKis ZinWeU� 
WKe\ sWill need SURSeU WUails WR safel\ WaNe SaUW 
in WKeiU aFWiYiW\�

7Ke 3URYinFe Rf 2nWaUiR is SURYidinJ WKe 
2nWaUiR )edeUaWiRn Rf 6nRZPREile ClXEs ZiWK 
an addiWiRnal ���� PilliRn WKis seasRn� EUinJinJ 
WKe WRWal WR ���� PilliRn fRU ��������

7Kis WaUJeWed fXndinJ Zill enaEle WKe fXll 

UeRSeninJ Rf ����� NilRPeWUes Rf WUails ZKile 
WKe SURYinFe ZRUNs ZiWK WKe 2)6C Rn a lRnJ�
WeUP WUail sWUaWeJ\�

´:e KeaUd WKe FRnFeUns fURP UideUs and WKe 
2)6C� and Ze WRRN aFWiRn�µ said 5iF %Uesee� 
3aUliaPenWaU\ $ssisWanW WR WKe 0inisWeU Rf 
7UansSRUWaWiRn� ´7Kis inYesWPenW Zill NeeS 
2nWaUiR·s snRZPREile WUail s\sWeP safe� Ueli�
aEle� and Uead\ fRU WKe seasRn� JiYinJ UideUs 
and communities the certainty they need to 
Slan ZiWK FRnÀ denFe�µ

6nRZPREilinJ FRnWinXes WR Ee Rne Rf WKe 
SURYinFe·s PRsW SRSXlaU ZinWeU aFWiYiWies�

:iWK RYeU ������ NilRPeWUes Rf WUails� 
2nWaUiR Kas a ZRUld�Flass snRZPREile neW�
ZRUN WKaW aWWUaFWs YisiWRUs fURP aURXnd WKe 
ZRUld� 5eRSeninJ WKese WUails is essenWial WR 
sXSSRUWinJ lRFal EXsinesses� SURWeFWinJ WRXUisP 
UeYenXe� and ensXUinJ UideUs Fan safel\ aFFess 
2nWaUiR·s WUail s\sWeP�

´)RU UesidenWs Rf 6iPFRe�*Ue\� snRZPR�
Eile WUails aUe PRUe WKan UeFUeaWiRn� 7Ke\ aUe 
an iPSRUWanW SaUW Rf RXU ZinWeU eFRnRP\ and a 
sRXUFe Rf lRFal SUide�µ said %Uian 6aXndeUsRn� 
6iPFRe�*Ue\ 033� ´7Kis fXndinJ Peans WUails 
aFURss RXU UeJiRn Fan RSen fXll\� sXSSRUWinJ 

sPall EXsinesses� seasRnal MREs� and WKe Pan\ 
faPilies ZKR Uel\ Rn a sWURnJ ZinWeU WRXUisP 
seasRn�µ

2nWaUiR·s snRZPREile neWZRUN FRnWUiEXWes 
XS WR �� EilliRn Rf eFRnRPiF aFWiYiW\ annXall\�

6inFe �������� WKe 0inisWU\ Rf 7UansSRUWa�
WiRn Kas SURYided ���� PilliRn in fXndinJ WR WKe 
2)6C WKURXJK an e[isWinJ 7UansfeU 3a\PenW 
$JUeePenW�

7Ke 2)6C PanaJes WKe SURYinFe·s snRZPR�
Eile WUail SeUPiW s\sWeP and FRRUdinaWes WUail 
RSeUaWiRns aFURss KXndUeds Rf lRFal YRlXnWeeU 
FlXEs WKaW PainWain WKe WUail neWZRUN� 
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Unstoppable renewable energy revolution powers on
BY DAVID SUZUKI
OPINION

There’s good news and bad news on the 
climate front. Unfortunately, the bad news 
is KRUUiÀF� as aFFeleUaWinJ e[WUePe ZeaWKeU�
related events and other unfolding climate 
catastrophes show. But there are signs of 
hope. We just have to stop dragging our feet.

“We are already facing danger,” a scien�
tists’ statement from the November COP30 
climate summit in Belém, Brazil, warned, 
adding, “COP30 has a choice — to protect 
people and life or the fossil fuel industry.”

Too many governments, including Cana�
da’s, appear to be leaning toward the latter.

“We need to start, now, to reduce CO2 
ePissiRns fURP fRssil�fXels� E\ aW leasW � SeU 
cent per year,” the scientists wrote. “This 
must happen in order to have a chance to 
aYRid XnPanaJeaEle and e[WUePel\ FRsWl\ 
climate impacts affecting all people in the 
world.”

Studies show that “Rising heat is kill�
ing roughly one person per minute, and air 
pollution from the burning of fossil fuels 
FlaiPs an esWiPaWed ��� PilliRn liYes eYeU\ 
year,” DW news reports. It was also “costing 
as much as $304 billion in global economic 
losses last year.”

We’ve already passed one climate “tipping 
point,” with warming oceans causing irre�
YeUsiEle Pass FRUal Ueef die�Rffs� and Ze·Ue 
nearing others, including Amazon rainfor�
est devastation and collapse of crucial ocean 
currents.

CRUal Ueefs sXSSRUW Rne�TXaUWeU Rf all 
marine life, and the Amazon rainforest has 
more animal and plant species than any other 
terrestrial ecosystem. It also regulates global 
FliPaWe and ZeaWKeU and KRlds Rne�TXaUWeU 

of the planet’s available freshwater. Ocean 
currents also regulate global climate and 
weather.

Even though emissions continue to rise as 
the world refuses to halt fossil fuel devel�
opment and forest and wetland destruction, 
investments in and growth of renewable 
eneUJ\ WeFKnRlRJ\ aUe e[FeedinJ e[SeFWa�
tions, now outpacing fossil fuel investments.

': UeSRUWs WKaW� ´,n ����� WKe ZRUld e[Se�
UienFed iWs laUJesW�eYeU inFUease in UeneZaEle 
energy generation, which now provides 40% 
Rf JlREal eleFWUiFiW\� ,n WKe ÀUsW Kalf Rf WKis \eaU 
sRlaU and Zind e[Feeded all dePand JURZWK 
fRU eleFWUiFiW\� sXUSassinJ FRal fRU WKe ÀUsW 
time.” Solar capacity is doubling every three 
\eaUs� :ind SRZeU Kas WUiSled sinFe ����� 
The International Energy Agency reports 
that global renewable energy investments 
e[Feeded 86�� WUilliRn lasW \eaU� dRXEle WKe 
amounts committed to coal, oil and gas.

To increase energy security in the face of a 
growing global energy crisis and reduce their 
UelianFe Rn inFUeasinJl\ e[SensiYe� inefÀ�
cient fossil fuels, countries that import oil, 
Jas and FRal aUe UaSidl\ adYanFinJ eleFWUiÀ�
cation and renewables.

Analysis from COP30 also shows that 
“Sticking to three key climate promises — 
Rn UeneZaEles� eneUJ\ efÀFienF\ and PeWK�
ane — would avoid nearly 1 C of global 
heating and give the world hope of avoiding 
climate breakdown,” the Guardian reports.

But the world continues to burn dirty, pol�
luting coal, gas and oil at deadly rates and has 
increased subsidies to the fossil fuel industry 
³ WKe PRsW SURÀWaEle enWeUSUise in KisWRU\�

Canada has failed to live up to its promise 
to phase out fossil fuel subsidies. The fed�
eral and provincial governments are support�
inJ e[Sanded deYelRSPenW Rf PeWKane Jas 

e[SlRiWaWiRn and liTXefaFWiRn� and aUe SUR�
posing pipelines to ship more dirty bitumen 
from the Alberta oilsands to British Colum�
Eia SRUWs fRU e[SRUW� ZKeUe iW Zill Ee EXUned 
in other countries and not counted in our 
emissions reporting.

Canada·s e[SansiRn Rf liTXeÀed ´naWX�
ral” gas production is not only economically 
sXsSeFW� iW alsR PaNes PeWKane�UedXFWiRn 
SledJes PRUe difÀFXlW WR PeeW� as /1* is 
almost entirely methane, and leaks and emis�
sions occur at every step of the process, from 
fUaFNed e[WUaFWiRn and WUansSRUW WR liTXefaF�
tion and burning.

Although 160 countries, including Canada, 
have signed a Global Methane Pledge, prom�
ising to cut methane emissions by 30 per cent 
from 2020 levels by 2030, emissions con�
tinue to rise and countries, including Canada, 
FRnWinXe WR XndeU�UeSRUW WKeP�

By every measure, shifting from fos�
sil fXels WR eleFWUiÀFaWiRn� UeneZaEles and 
eneUJ\ efÀFienF\ and FRnseUYaWiRn is faU 
PRUe EeneÀFial WR PRsW SeRSle WKan fRllRZ�
inJ WKe saPe fRssil�fXelled URad� 7Ke Rnl\ 
Rnes ZKR EeneÀW fURP FRnWinXinJ WR e[SlRiW 
SRllXWinJ� FliPaWe�alWeUinJ fRssil fXels aUe 
JUeed\ indXsWU\ SURÀWeeUs and sKRUW�siJKWed 
politicians who would trade human health, 
economic resilience and survivability for a 
KandfXl Rf sKRUW�WeUP MREs and liPiWed eFR�
nomic boosts.

5eJaUdless Rf ZKaW URadElRFNs fRssil�
fuelled governments throw in the way, the 
renewable energy revolution is unstoppable.

David Suzuki is a scientist, broadcaster, 
author and co-founder of the David Suzuki 
Foundation. Written with David Suzuki 
Foundation Senior Writer and Editor Ian 
Hanington. Learn more at davidsuzuki.org.
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TRAFFIC
Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetuer 

adipiscing elit, sed diam nonummy nibh 
euismod tincidunt ut laoreet dolore magna 
aliquam erat volutpat. Ut wisi enim ad 
minim veniam, quis nostrud exerci tation 
ullamcorper suscipit lobortis nisl ut aliquip 
ex ea commodo consequat. Duis autem vel 
eum iriure dolor in hendrerit in vulputate 
velit esse molestie consequa.

ROAD WATCH
Mirum est notare quam littera gothica, 

quam nunc putamus parum claram, an-
teposuerit litterarum formas humanita-
tis per seacula quarta decima et quinta 
decima. Eodem modo typi, qui nunc no-
bis videntur parum clari, fiant sollemnes 

in futurum. Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, 
consectetuer adipiscing elit, sed diam non-
ummy nibh euismod tincidunt ut laoreet 
dolore magna aliquam erat volutpat. 

ALCOHOL & DRIVING
Duis autem vel eum iriure dolor in hen-

drerit in vulputate velit esse molestie con-
sequat, vel illum dolore eu feugiat nulla 
facilisis at vero eros et accumsan et iusto 
odio dignissim qui blandit praesent lup-
tatum zzril delenit augue duis dolore te 
feugait nulla facilisi. 

Nam liber tempor cum soluta nobis elei-
fend option congue nihil imperdiet doming 
id quod mazim placerat facer possim as-
sum ypi non habent claritatem insitam; est 
usus legenti.

THEFT
Fiant sollemnes in futurum. Lorem ip-

sum dolor sit amet, consectetuer adipiscing 
elit, sed diam nonummy nibh euismod tinc-
idunt ut laoreet dolore magna aliquam erat 
volutpat. Ut wisi enim ad minim veniam, 
quis nostrud exerci tation ullamcorper sus-
cipit lobortis nisl ut aliquip ex ea commodo 
consequat. Duis autem vel eum iriure dolor 
in hendrerit in vulputate velit esse moles-
tie

CRIMINAL CHARGES
Consequat, vel illum dolore eu feugiat 

nulla facilisis at vero eros et accumsan et 
iusto odio dignissim qui blandit praesent 
luptatum zzril delenit augue duis dolore te 
feugait nulla facilisi. 

Nam liber tempor cum soluta nobis elei-
fend option congue nihil imperdiet doming 
id quod mazim placerat facer possim.

DOMESTIC DISPUTES
Qui facit eorum claritatem. Investiga-

tiones demonstraverunt lectores legere me 
lius quod ii legunt saepius. Claritas est 
etiam processus dynamicus, qui sequitur 
mutationem consuetudium lectorum. Mi-
rum est notare quam littera gothica, quam 
nunc putamus parum claram, anteposuerit 

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetuer 
adipiscing elit, sed diam nonummy nibh 
euismod tincidunt ut laoreet dolore magna 
aliquam erat volutpat. Ut wisi enim ad 
minim veniam, quis nostrud exerci tation 
ullamcorper suscipit lobortis nisl ut aliquip 
ex ea commodo consequat. Duis autem vel 
eum iriure dolor in hendrerit in vulputate 
velit esse molestie consequat, vel illum do-
lore eu feugiat nulla facilisis at vero eros et 
accumsan et iusto odio dignissim qui blan-
dit praesent luptatum zzril delenit augue 
duis dolore te feugait nulla facilisi. 

SUBHEAD
Mirum est notare quam littera gothica, 

quam nunc putamus parum claram, ante-
posuerit litterarum formas humanitatis per 
seacula quarta decima et quinta decima. 
Eodem modo typi, qui nunc nobis videntur 
parum clari, fiant sollemnes in futurum. 

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetuer 
adipiscing elit, sed diam nonummy nibh 
euismod tincidunt ut laoreet dolore magna 

aliquam erat volutpat. Ut wisi enim ad 
minim veniam, quis nostrud exerci tation 
ullamcorper suscipit lobortis nisl ut aliquip 

Road Watch plays role 
in keeping roads safe

NEW TECUMSETH TIMES

OPP REPORT
1-888-310-1122

BASEBAR

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, con-
sect etuer adipiscing elit, sed diam 
nonummy nibh euismod tincidunt ut 
laoreet dolore magna aliquam erat 
volutpat. Ut wisi enim ad minim ve-
niam, quis nostrud exerci tation ul-
lamcorper suscipit lobortis nisl ut 
aliquip ex ea commodo consequat. 
Duis autem vel eum iriure dolor in 
hendrerit in vulputate velit esse mo-
lestie consequat, vel illum dolore eu 
feugiat nulla facilisis at vero eros et 
accumsan et iusto odio dignissim 
qui blandit praesent luptatum zzril 
delenit augue duis dolore te feugait 
nulla facilisi. 

Nam liber tempor cum soluta no-
bis eleifend option congue nihil im-

Rollover
injures

Tottenham

New poll on fatigued and drowsy
driving reveals serious problem

EARLUG EARLUG

St. John Ambulance
announces new branch manager

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, 
consect etuer adipiscing elit, 
sed diam nonummy nibh 
euismod tincidunt ut laoreet 
dolore magna aliquam erat 
volutpat. Ut wisi enim ad 
minim veniam, quis nostrud 
exerci tation ullamcorper sus-
cipit lobortis nisl ut aliquip ex 
ea commodo consequat. Duis 
autem vel eum iriure dolor in 
hendrerit in vulputate velit 

esse molestie consequat, vel 
illum dolore eu feugiat nulla 
facilisis at vero eros et accum-
san et iusto odio dignissim qui 
blandit praesent luptatum zz-
ril delenit augue duis dolore te 
feugait nulla facilisi. 

Nam liber tempor cum 
soluta nobis eleifend option 
congue nihil imperdiet dom-
ing id quod mazim placerat 
facer possim assum. Typi non 

Morris Samson
St. John Ambulance
New Branch Manger

6048 Highway 9, 
Schomberg
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Drug tra�cking investigation leads to arrests and seizure in Innis�l
The South Simcoe Police Service’s Street 

Crime Unit have arrested a male and a female 
in FRnneFWiRn ZiWK an RnJRinJ dUXJ WUafÀFNinJ 
investigation. 

On December 23, 2025, the Street Crime 
Unit, with assistance from the Emergency 
Response Unit, Canine Unit, and Community 
Response Unit, executed a search warrant in 
WKe 7RZn Rf ,nnisÀl as SaUW Rf a dUXJ inYesWiJa-
WiRn� 2fÀFeUs sei]ed TXanWiWies Rf FRFaine and 
FUaFN FRFaine ZiWK an esWiPaWed sWUeeW YalXe Rf 
approximately $20,000, along with Canadian 
FXUUenF\ and dUXJ WUafÀFNinJ SaUaSKeUnalia�

As a result, a 61-year-old male from Toronto 

was arrested and charged with the following 
offences:

• Possession of a Schedule I substance for 
WKe SXUSRse Rf WUafÀFNinJ �CRFaine� �WZR 
FRXnWs�

� 3RssessiRn fRU WKe SXUSRse Rf WUafÀFNinJ 
�CRFaine� �WZR FRXnWs�

• Possession of a controlled substance 
�CRFaine� �WZR FRXnWs�

• Possession of property obtained by crime 
XndeU ������ �Rne FRXnW�

• Operation while prohibited under the 
CUiPinal CRde �WKUee FRXnWs�

� 'anJeURXs RSeUaWiRn Rf a FRnYe\anFe �Rne 

FRXnW�
$s Zell� a ���\eaU�Rld fePale fURP ,nnisÀl 

was arrested and charged with the following 
offences:

• Possession of a Schedule I substance for 
WKe SXUSRse Rf WUafÀFNinJ �CRFaine� �WZR 
FRXnWs�

• Possession of a controlled substance 
�CRFaine� �WZR FRXnWs�

• Possession of property obtained by crime 
XndeU ������ �Rne FRXnW�

� )ail WR FRPSl\ ZiWK SURKiEiWiRn RUdeU �Rne 
FRXnW�

Both accused have been held for a bail hear-

ing.
This remains an ongoing investigation and 

SRliFe aUe asNinJ an\Rne ZiWK infRUPaWiRn WR 
FRnWaFW 'eWeFWiYe CRnsWaEle 3aWUiFN 0F)all aW 
SaWUiFN�PFfall#sRXWKsiPFReSRliFe�Fa� 

Anyone wishing to remain anonymous, 
contact Crime Stoppers at 1-800-222-8477 
�7,36�� 

You can submit information online at www.
crimestopperssdm.com. Crime Stoppers does 
not subscribe to call display, and you will 
remain anonymous. Being anonymous, you 
will not testify in court and your information 
may lead to a cash reward of up to $2,000.

South Simcoe Police investigating robbery involving two young male suspects
South Simcoe Police responded to a report 

of a robbery involving two male youths that 
occurred outside of a business on Jans Blvd. 
in ,nnisÀl Rn 'eF� ��� ����� aW aSSUR[iPaWel\ 
1:30 p.m.

Police were advised that the victims 
ZeUe ZalNinJ alRnJ a URadZa\ ZKen WKe\ 
were approached by two male suspects and 
directed to go behind a nearby business. 
One of the victims was pushed up against a 
Zall and Kad Kis MaFNeW WaNen E\ Rne Rf WKe 
suspects, while the second victim managed 
WR JeW aZa\ WR seeN assisWanFe and FRnWaFW 

police.
7Ke sXsSeFWs WKen Áed WKe sFene and ZeUe 

observed leaving the area in a vehicle. No 
physical injuries were reported. The two vic-
WiPs ZeUe sXEseTXenWl\ Ueleased inWR WKe FaUe 
of their parents.

The investigation is ongoing and police are 
actively canvassing the area for video sur-
veillance in an effort to identify the suspects 
and the vehicle involved.

• Suspect 1 is described as male, approxi-
PaWel\ �� \eaUs Rld� ElaFN� EeWZeen �·��µ 
² �·�µ� WKin EXild� PediXP lenJWK KaiU ZiWK 

dUeads� ZeaUinJ a ElXe sXUJiFal PasN� JUe\ 
sZeaWSanWs� ElaFN MaFNeW�

• Suspect 2 is described as male, approxi-
PaWel\ ����� \eaUs Rld� ElaFN� �·�µ� PediXP 
build, medium length hair with dreads, grey 
pants and grey sweater with a hood – hood 
Zas XS and sXsSeFW Zas nRW ZeaUinJ a PasN 
but covering his face during the incident.

3RliFe aUe asNinJ an\Rne ZiWK infRUPaWiRn� 
or who may have surveillance footage in the 
aUea Rf WKe UeWail Sla]as Rn -ans %lYd and 
,nnisÀl %eaFK 5Rad fURP 'eF� ��� EeWZeen 
1:15 and 1:40 p.m., to contact South Simcoe 

Police Criminal Investigations at 905-775-
���� e[W� ���� RU ePail inYesWiJaWiRns#
southsimcoepolice.ca. 

Anyone wishing to remain anonymous, 
contact Crime Stoppers at 1-800-222-8477 
�7,36�� 

You can submit information online at 
www.crimestopperssdm.com. Crime Stop-
pers does not subscribe to call display, and 
you will remain anonymous. Being anony-
mous, you will not testify in court and your 
information may lead to a cash reward of up 
to $2,000.

Impaired driving arrest following tra�c complaint
0ePEeUs Rf WKe 1RWWaZasaJa 'eWaFKPenW 

Rf WKe 2nWaUiR 3URYinFial 3RliFe �233� KaYe 
charged one individual with impaired driving 
fRllRZinJ a WUafÀF FRPSlainW fRU a sXsSeFWed 
impaired driver.

On  Dec. 31, 2025, shortly before 12 a.m., 
RfÀFeUs Rf WKe 1RWWaZasaJa 233 UesSRnded 
WR a WUafÀF FRPSlainW UeJaUdinJ a 689 XnaEle 
to maintain it’s lane and veering into oncom-
inJ WUafÀF Rn +iJKZa\ ��� easW Rf $llisWRn� 
2fÀFeUs lRFaWed WKe YeKiFle and iniWiaWed a 

WUafÀF sWRS�
$s a UesXlW Rf WKe inYesWiJaWiRn� RfÀFeUs 

arrested the driver for impaired driving. 
The driver, William Robertson, a 29-year-

old, of New Tecumseth, has been charged 
with:

• Operation while impaired - blood drug 
FRnFenWUaWiRn ��� SlXs�

• Driving while under suspension
The accused party was released on a Form 

�� 8ndeUWaNinJ and is sFKedXled WR aWWend 

the Ontario Court of Justice in Bradford at a 
later date to answer to the charges.

 7Ke 233 UePains FRPPiWWed WR NeeSinJ 
Ontario roads safe from impaired drivers. If 
you suspect that someone is driving while 
impaired by alcohol or drugs, call 9-1-1 
immediately to report it. You can also pro-
vide information anonymously by contacting 
CUiPe 6WRSSeUs aW ����������7,36 ������� 
When you contact Crime Stoppers, you stay 
anonymous, and you never have to testify.
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or email admin@caledoncitizen.com

WE PAY CASH for 
scrap vehicles - any 
size. We also buy 
construction and farm 
equipment. Open 7 
days a week. Call 
905-859-0817 (Peter)

Please recycle this ne�paper

505  GENERAL HELP WANTED

ABATE RABBIT PACKERS meat processing facil-
ity from Arthur immediately requires 16 Whole-
sale and Retail Butchers with a minimum of 2 to 
3 years of direct hands on experience in meat 
cutting and processing. Duties include cutting 
and sectioning of meat, skinning and removing 
blemishes, deboning rabbits and chickens, cut-
ting meat into specialized cuts and preparing for 
wholesale and retail sales. HS diploma or equiva-
lent required. Positions offered are permanent full 
time and salary is $16.00/hr for 42.5 hrs a week, 
OT after 44 hrs a week. Please apply in person at 
7597 Jones Baseline in Arthur, via email at joea@
abatepackers.com, via fax at 1-519-848-2793 or 
via phone at 1-519-848-2107.

406 VEHICLES WANTED

Porsche 356/911/912, 
Jaguar E-Type or XKE. Tell me what you have, 

I love old classics especially German, British and Muscle Cars. 
Whether it’s been in the barn for 25 years, or your pride 

and joy that is fully restored. I’ll pay CASH. 

Call David 

905-367-7217

I WANT YOUR OLD CAR!

WANTED
CAR COLLECTOR SEARCHING

416-802-9999
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Come join a dynamic, fast paced, growing entrepreneurial
company looking for driven, enthusiastic sales representatives.
A rewarding, lucrative opportunity for the right candidate.

Zach Shoub
416-803-9940
zach@lpcmedia.ca

• Works Well with Deadlines and Budgets
• Organized with an Intermediate Knowledge
   of Microsoft Excel

COMPENSATION:
Base + Commission

505  GENERAL HELP WANTED

602 ARTICLES FOR SALE

!!! WANTED !!!
WE PAY FOR GOLF BALLS

Pay $0.15 to $0.40 per ball
Year Round! Pick-up available!

416-889-9365. Peter
NO MIN QTY OR NO MAX!!

601 ARTICLES WANTED

A beautiful, custom made pendant. Contains 
a genuine silver Zoman coin of 'ordian /// 
(AD 22ϱͲ2ϰϰ). Solid 10 kt. gold frame and 
large bail, with genuine .20 diamond of 

above average cut and clarity. Deasures ũust 
over 1 inch (ϯ cm.) in diameter and weighs 

10 grams. Asking $1,ϴ00.
Email mpavilons@rogers.com

Ancient Scythian short sword, dating to 
roughly 200 BC. A very nice, preserved 

specimen at 22” long. With wood stand. 
Scythian pommel swords (a variation of 

akinakes), were characteristic of Scythian 
and Sarmatian nomadic cultures in Eurasia. 

Discovered in Ukraine. Professionally 
cleaned and sealed with micro wax. A great, 

rare collectible. Asking $1,200.
Email mpavilons@rogers.com

SEASONED
FIREWOOD
647-237-5537

Face Cord $170
Bush Cord $500

Sm a l l e r  a m o u n t s  a l s o  a v a i l a b l e .
We  d e l i v e r .

1 1 5 3  Ca n a l  Rd ,
B r a d f o r d , O N L 3 Z  4 E2

QUALITY FIREWOOD
Seasoned Firewood

$425/Bush Cord.
Fresh cut

$350/Bush Cord.
Call 905-729-2303 or

705-440-6450
Truckloads of firewood

logs now available

610 FIREWOOD/
TREES

610 FIREWOOD/
TREES602 ARTICLES FOR SALE

Grass fed/finished Angus 
freezer beef for sale. Sides, 

quarters and bundles.

 Valleybrook Farm
905-460-4662, 

blackcow@sympatico.ca

ADVERTISING LOCALLY WORKS!



714 PRAYERS

Remember
your

loved ones in a
special way...

IN MEMORIAMS
$40 + HST 

708 OBITUARIES 708 OBITUARIES

804 SERVICES 804 SERVICES

709 IN MEMORIAM
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Please
recycle this 
ne� paper

612 AUCTIONS/FLEA MARKETS

612 AUCTIONS/FLEA MARKETS
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804 SERVICES

ALL JUNK 
REMOVAL

416-876-2219

BASEMENTS • YARDS 
GARAGES • GENERAL CLEAN-UPS

SMALL MOVES • ODD JOBS
Very Reasonable Rates

Text pictures for a qute to:Call to enquire:
905-832-9655

or, text pictures to:
416-876-2219

808 STORAGE

If Drinking Has Become 
a Problem We Can Help

416-487-5591
Or Call Toll Free in Ontario

1-877-404-5591
ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS

www.aatoronto.org

STORAGE
AVAILABLE:

20 yard sea can con-
tainer for storage lo-
cated in Nobleton. 
Safe location. For more 
information, please call 
905-859-0817

909 PERSONALS

Kevin Scott

McArthur - Bessey
Auctions

McArthur - BesseyMcArthur - BesseyMcArthur - BesseyMcArthur - Bessey
AuctionsAuctionsAuctionsAuctions

Farm, Livestock, Estate, Home & Business
Auctions with experience & consideration

Please contact us at
Kevin 519-942-0264 - Scott 519-843-5083

mcarthurbessey@gmail.com
www.theauctionadvertiser.com/KMcArthur

ADVERTISING RULES OF THIS NEWSPAPER
The advertiser agrees that the publisher shall not be liable for damages arising 
out of errors in advertisements beyond the amount paid for the space actu-
ally occupied by the portion of the advertisement in which the error occurred, 
whether such error is due to the negligence of its servants or otherwise, and 
there shall be no liability for non-insertions of any advertisement beyond the 
amount paid for such advertisement. All advertisers are asked to check their 
adYeUWisePenWs afWeU À UsW inseUWiRn� :e aFFeSW UesSRnsiEiliW\ fRU Rnl\ Rne in�
FRUUeFW inseUWiRn Xnless nRWiÀ ed iPPediaWel\ afWeU SXEliFaWiRn� (UURUs ZKiFK dR 
not lessen the value of the advertisement are not eligible for corrections by a 
make-good advertisement. There shall be no liability for non-insertion of any 
adYeUWisePenW Ee\Rnd WKe aPRXnW Said fRU sXFK adYeUWisePenW� :e UeseUYe WKe 
right to edit, revise, classify or reject any advertisement.

DEADLINES
Unfortunately deadlines do not allow us to take ads after 5:00 p.m. on Mon-
da\� :Ken WKeUe is a KRlida\ 0Rnda\� WKe deadlines Zill Ee )Uida\ aW ���� 

p.m. $ll ads PXsW Ee Said in adYanFe E\ deadline RU WKe ad Zill nRW UXn� :( 
$CC(37 9,6$� 0$67(5C$5'� $1' $0(5,C$1 (;35(66 3$<�

0(176 29(5 7+( 3+21(

Classifi eds
3KRne ������������ RU ��������������

or email admin@caledoncitizen.com

Interested in absentee bids? Consigning in an upcoming sale? 
Joining our Referral Rewards Program? Give us a call to get started.

Call, text or email anytime. Call: 519-288-2228 • Text ONLY: 519-938-1315
Lyn@KiddFamilyAuctions.com  | www.KiddFamilyAuctions.com

438280 4th Line, Melancthon L9V 1S9 (North of Shelburne)

PRESENTS - SOME AWESOME UPCOMING AUCTIONS!
JAN 16TH – Tools & Equipment Sale - FEATURES; Troy-Bilt; Husqvarna Trimmer; Toro 
Snow Blower; RYOBI Battery Mower; 2 T Engine Hoist; JOBMATE Benchtop Drill Press; 
RYOBI Belt/Disc Sander; Trademaster Bench Grinder; Dewalt Cir Saw; Dewalt 15Gal Air 
Comp; Firman Inverter Generator; Wheeler Rex Hyd Pump; 12 T Hyd Pipe Bender; PFAFF 
Silberblau 2Ton Car Jack w/ Case; PFAFF Silberblau 1T 6M; Lift Manual Chain Hoist; 
Victaulic Style 750 Reducing Coupling; Power Tool Batteries & Chargers; Tool Boxes & 
Chests w/ Contents; U-Line Wire Shelving w/ Castors & Doors; qty of Crossville Porcelain 
Tiles; qty of Interface Carpet Tiles – Natures Course; Armstrong Cortega Ceiling Tiles & 
Metal Grid Supporters; Evin Reversible Hi-Vis Jacket; qty of hand tools from trusted brands 
such as Milwaukee; Dewalt; Mastercraft & more; ladders; air hoses; garden tools; spools of 
wire; hardware; bolt bins and more.

JAN 22ND & 23RD – Currency Collector’s Auction

JAN 30TH – Antiques, Collectibles & Quality Household Items

FEB 6TH – Canvas, Carvings & Keepsakes 
                   / Art & Jewelry & Gems

FEB 17–21ST – Straight Shooter Sale

MAR 5TH & 6TH – Sports Memorabilia / 
                                 Trains & Toys / Advertising Collectibles

MAR 25-27TH – The Roger Had�eld Estate Auction for 
                             Militaria and Firearms

This item 
sells on 

Jan 16th !

TREVOR WILLIAM LYNCH
JUNE 29, 1971 – DEC. 23, 2025

Trevor le� us suddenly 
of natural causes at age 
54, leaving behind his 
wife Joanna and his 
adored children �omas 
& Jocelyn, brother 
Patrick and parents Bill 
& Marilyn, a crowd of 
cousins, aunts & uncles 
of a large extended family 
and his cat Mica.

Trevor was a kind, sensitive hardworking 
individual who loved rebuilding antique cars 
in later years. He grew up in Bradford, where 
like most boys joined cubs, scouts, hockey. His 
boyhood idol was Evel Knievel which led to falling 
o� bikes, trees etc. usually ending in injuries.

He liked taking things apart and putting them 
back together which led him to his career as a 
mechanic. His passion was NASCAR and No. 3 
Dale Earnhardt. Trevor will be sadly missed by his 
mom & dad, children, his cat along with friends 
and co-workers.

�e family will host a Celebration of Life on 
Saturday March 7th, from 1:00pm to 3:00pm 
at �e �omas Funeral Home 244 Victoria St. 
E. Alliston. Speeches to begin at 
2:00pm. 

You can take a rest now.

Rayson: Jean
June 8, 1931- December 28, 2025
Jean Rayson, 94, passed away 
peacefully on December 28, 
2025, in her Tottenham home. 
Born in Buchlyvie, Scotland, she 
was a registered nurse at Simcoe Manor and a 
cherished member of the Tottenham community 
for 52 years.  
She is lovingly remembered by her children 
Steven (Emily) and Elizabeth (Robert Fraser); 
her grandchild Marnie; her brother George 
(Geraldine); and many family members and 
friends. She is predeceased by Derek Rayson, 
and by her siblings Elizabeth, William, and 
James.  
Visitation was held at Rod Abrams Funeral 
Home, Tottenham, on Monday, January 5, 2026, 
from 10 a.m. until the memorial service at 11 
a.m. Reception followed in the funeral home’s 
Cli�side Hall. Donations in Jean’s memory may 
be made to Matthews House Hospice.

Norma Jean Boose
Peacefully, at Southlake Regional Health 
Centre, Newmarket, on Monday, December 
22, 2025, Norma Jean Boose, at the age of 
67 years, beloved wife and best friend of 
Gary for over 42 years.  Loving daughter 
of the late Thelma (née McCutcheon) and 
Ross Taylor. Norma has been a lifetime 
resident of King Township. Honouring 
Norma’s wishes, cremation has taken place 
and there will not be a funeral service. A 
private family celebration of Norma’s 
life will happen at a later date. If desired, 
memorial donations may be made to 
the Stronach Regional Cancer Centre at  
Southlake Health (www.southlake.ca) or 
a charity of your choice. Condolences for 
the family may be o�ered at

www.EganFuneralHome.com

In Loving Memory of our 
dear husband, father and 

grandfather,
Bill Bible

�ose who touch our lives,
Stay in our hearts forever.

Always loved and forever missed.
Helen, Deb and Ian, Ron and Kim,

Nicole and Danielle

Thanks to St. Jude 
for answering my 

prayers.  The power 
of prayer & believing 
is so powerful when 
it comes from the 

heart.
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PROPANE AND APPLIANCE SALES

866-952-0146

• RESIDENTIAL
• COMMERCIAL
• INDUSTRIAL

INSTALLATIONS   
SERVICE  • DELIVERY

CARLINg PROPANE INC.
Toll Free 1-866-952-0146   www.carlingpropane.ca

ALLISTON
FENCE

(705) 250-7711 • (416) 993-0711

RESIDENTAL • FARM
COMMERCIAL

CHAIN LINK FENCE
4’ & 5’ HIGH BLACK CHAIN LINK,
ALWAYS IN STOCK
WOOD FENCE • WROUGHT IRON FENCE
FARM FENCE • BOBCAT SERVICE
DEMOLITIONS • SUBCONTRACTOR
OVER 20 YEARS EXPERIENCE

FOLLOW US ON FACEBOOK/
ALLISTONFENCE

TEMPO ALUMINUM COMPANY LTD.

SIDING  |  SOFFIT  |  FASCIA
EAVESTROUGH

705-770-2290   •   416-889-0807

Your Satisfaction is our Reputation

CARPET CLEANING

HOME IMPROVEMENT

ServiceServiceAT YOUR

fullsteamcarpetcare.com • fullsteamcarpet@gmail.com
TF 1-844-755-3047 OR 416-709-3129

LOCALLY OWNED & OPERATED • 20+  YEARS OF SATISFIED CUSTOMERS
CARPET & UPHOLSTERY CLEANING

Three RoomsThree Rooms
Carpet Cleaning Special

FULL STEAM

$129 Pre�:pottinN ࠮
urniture 4o]inN- ࠮
eodoriainN+ ࠮
olour )riNOteninN* ࠮

�4a_. ��� sq. ft.
per room� � /:; >0;/ *6<P65

✃

C
O
U
P
O
N

SUPPORT 
LOCAL 
SMALL 

BUSINESS

AD
If you are 

reading this ad, 
our advertising 

works!

HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING

FENCING

FOR SUPPORTING A LOCAL BUSINESS

OPEN

TO ADVERTISE, PLEASE CONTACT VICKI AT 1-519-278-1700 OR VICKI@LPCMEDIA.CA

MORTGAGE
BROKERS

Carol Freeman
Mortgage Broker

5 1 9 - 9 2 5 - 6 7 0 0  X 1 0 2  
CELL:  5 1 9 - 9 3 8 - 6 5 1 8  

FAX :  5 1 9 - 9 2 5 - 6 8 0 0
c f r e e m a n @ d o m i n i o n l e n d i n g . c a

WWW. CAROLFREEM AN. CA

519-925-6700
CELL: 519-938-6518

carolfreemanmortgages@gmail.com

www.carolfreeman.ca

DLC AIMI Collective Mortgage Group   
FSRA #13717   Independently Owned and Operated

www.carolfreeman.ca

CELL: 519-938-6518
FAX: 519-925-6800

cfreeman@dominionlending.ca

CAROL FREEMAN
MORTGAGE BROKER

211 Main St. E. Shelburne, ON

PAINTING

RENOVATIONS

RENOVATIONS

705-440-3336

QUALITY
WORKMANSHIP

AT AN
HONEST
PRICE

www.capstonereno.com
FULLY INSURED - FINANCING AVAILABLE

Kitchens • Bathrooms • Basements
Flooring & Tile •  Additions • Decks
Gazebos • Pergolas • We do it all

NEW YEAR TILE & BATH DEALS
A�ordable • Reliable • Local

Tile installs & bathroom renos

      416-881-2371
Email Luigi@ddesignsltd.com 

BACKSPLASH PROMO starting @ $499+HST

)

647-290-1779     647-281-9992

Carbone 
Home Renovations

Windows & Doors • Drywall / Drywall Repair
Tile, Vinyl & Laminate Flooring • Basements

Full Bathroom Renovations • Fences & Decks

ROOFING

1-877-713-6837  |  www.guaranteedroofi ng.ca
Located in King Township since 1994

The Local Roofi ng Experts That You Can Trust

ASK ABOUT
ROOF REJUVENATION

SAVE UP TO

85%
OVER THE COST
OF A NEW ROOF

• Family Owned & Operated for Over 30 Years
• Shingles, Flat Roofs, Repairs & More

• Fully Licensed and Insured

ROOFING

TREE SERVICES

Barrie Simcoe
TREE SERVICE

Michael Miehm -
Owner/Operator
Free Estimates,

Certifi ed Arborist
Fully Insured

Tree Removal, Trimming,
Hedging, Lot Clearing,

Residential and
Commercial

(705) 321-3507
Friendly & professional serivce

Serving Simcoe County
since 2007

AD
If you are 

reading this ad, 
our advertising 

works!

TO ADVERTISE CALL
519-278-1700

NEW
TECUMSETH
RECYCLES!

PLEASE
RECYCLE 

THIS PAPER.
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WINDOWS & EXTERIOR CLEANING

ServiceServiceAT YOUR

BORA
TREE SERVICE

CLEAN TREE REMOVAL & MORE 
CALL or TEXT: (416) 820-4050

WILL BEAT ANY QUOTE

TO ADVERTISE, PLEASE CONTACT VICKI AT 1-519-278-1700 OR VICKI@LPCMEDIA.CA

SUPPORT 
LOCAL 
SMALL 

BUSINESS

TREE SERVICESTREE SERVICES

Tree Removal  •  Trimming  •  Stump Grinding
Land Clearing  •  Storm Damage  •  24 hr Emergency Services

519-938-6996 branchmanagertreecare@gmail.com519-938-6996 branchmanagertreecare@gmail.com

Continued from P age 4

Brock’s Banter: Full speed ahead in 2026
“Pilgrimage is a word less used today, 

but it has particular significance for our 
modern world, especially at Christmas,” 
said the King. ³,t’s about journeying for-
ward into the future while also journey-
ing back to remember the past and learn 
from its lessons. :e did this during the 
summer, as we celebrated the 8 0th anni-
versaries of VE and V- 'ay. The end of 
the 6econd :orld :ar is now remem-
bered by fewer and fewer of us as the 
years pass, but the courage and sacri-
fice of our servicemen and women, and 
the way communities came together in 
the face of such great challenge carry a 
timeless message for us all. These are 
values which have shaped our country 
and the &ommonwealth. $s we hear of 
division, both at home and abroad, they 

are values of which we must never lose 
sight.

³$s our world seems to spin ever faster, 
our journey may pause to quieten our 
minds, in T.6. Eliot’s words, at the point 
of the turning world, and allow ourselves 
to renew. In this, with the great diver-
sity of our communities, we can find the 
strength to ensure that right triumphs 
over wrong. It seems to me that we need 
to cherish the values of compassion and 
reconciliation, the way our Lord lived and 
died.

³These stories of the triumph of cour-
age over adversity give me hope, from 
our venerable military veterans to self-
less humanitarian workers in this cen-
tury’s most dangerous conflict zones, to 
the ways in which individuals and com-

munities display spontaneous bravery, 
instinctively placing themselves in harm’s 
way to defend others. $s , meet people 
of different faiths, , find it enormously 
encouraging to hear how much we have 
in common, a shared longing for peace 
and a deep respect for all life.

³,f we can find time in our journey 
through life to think on these virtues, we 
can all make the future more hopeful«. 
That prayer for peace and reconciliation, 
for doing to others as we would have 
them do to us, which rang out over the 
fields near Bethlehem more than �,��� 
years ago, still reverberates from there 
and around the world today. It’s a prayer 
for our times, and our communities too, 
as we journey through our lives.”

A pause does more than just quiet our 

minds. ,t can help each of us restore the 
mental bandwidth that we have to take 
on all the challenges that lie ahead with 
renewed vigour, determination, and per-
haps even a clearer view of what ulti-
mately lies at the finish line.

,t affords us inner peace where e[ter-
nal peace might be harder and harder to 
come by these days. 3erhaps if we all 
take the time to find it, we can collectively 
harness it for the greater good.

:e certainly need it this week and, if 
it’s needed that much in the just the first 
full week of the year, we’re going to need 
more and more time for these restorative 
pauses.

,n the meantime, welcome ����, and 
all the challenges – and joys – that you 
have in store for us�

Credit Valley Conservation’s Ignite the Night opens this weekend through end of February
BY RILEY MURPHY
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

This Saturday, January 10, marks the open-
ing of Credit Valley Conservation’s “Ignite the 
Night”, a two-kilometre illuminated forest trail 
at Terra Cotta Conservation Area.

Visitors can enjoy various activities, such as 
cross-country skiing, snowshoeing, and skat-
ing, or a hot beverage and a snack.

CVC park staff shared that Ignite the Night, 
now in its third year, was created to give park 
visitors an opportunity to experience the park 

in different ways.
“The event gives the community a chance to 

come out to the park at night and see the lights 
along the trails, while taking in the nighttime 
sounds and getting outside for some winter 
fun,” staff shared. “We’ve created a self-guided 
experience along a two-kilometre brightly lit 
winter trail where visitors can follow our inter-
pretive signage to help connect with nature and 
learn about trees in a new way.”

CVC’s Conservation Parks team begins 
preparations for Ignite the Night in mid-Octo-
ber, testing lights and organizing equipment 

before starting their setup in November.
Staff shared that some installations need to 

be set up before the ground freezes, and the 
Ànal sWUands Rf liJKWs aUe KXnJ in WKe ÀUsW ZeeN 
of January.

Park staff noted Ignite the Night is a weekly 
event series that supports CVC’s goal of pro-
viding visitors with quality, nature-focused 
experiences and ample recreational activities, 
fostering a deeper connection with nature.

“Terra Cotta Conservation Area has great 
family-friendly trails and opportunities to par-
ticipate in winter activities like cross-country 

skiing, snowshoeing and skating. Visitors can 
enjoy the beauty of the forest under a night 
sky, try winter activities, and enjoy a hot bev-
eUaJe RU s·PRUes E\ WKe FaPSÀUe aW ,JniWe WKe 
Night.”

They have ski, snowshoe, kick sled and ice 
rink rentals available, as conditions allow, and 
visitors can also bring their own.

This year, the event will take place on Sat-
urdays from January 10 to February 28 from 
6:30 p.m. to 9 p.m. 

Regular park admission applies, and Credit 
Valley Parks passholders get in free.
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